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Prayer Corner  
 

 

	

Christmas Blessings 2025 Cheviot Churches 

May the joy of the angels, the peace of the shepherds, and the love 
of the Christ-child fill your heart this Christmas." 

"As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, may His light guide your path 
and His love fill your home." 

"May this Christmas bring you closer to the heart of Christ and 
deeper into His love." 

"May the gift of God’s Son bring you hope, peace, and joy that 
lasts throughout the year." 

"This Christmas, may you experience the wonder of God’s love 
and the beauty of His promises fulfilled." 



The Cheviot  
	

3	

"May the miracle of Christ’s birth renew your spirit and fill your 
heart with gratitude." 

"May the Prince of Peace fill your life with calm assurance and the 
joy of His salvation this Christmas." 

"As you celebrate the birth of our Saviour, may you be reminded of 
His unfailing love and abundant grace." 

"May the star that led the wise men to Jesus lead you to His 
presence this Christmas and always." 

"Wishing you a season of reflection, joy, and blessings as we 
remember the greatest gift ever given - Jesus Christ."  Amen. 

 
 
From the Manse 
 
At the end of September, I walked part of the Camino in Spain, making my 
way from Vigo to Santiago, which was 100km. It was a wonderful time 
walking through vineyards and forests and exploring old towns in that 
green part of Spain. Fortunately, it only rained once during my time there. 
Each day I had a destination to reach, and there was a growing anticipation 
as I drew nearer and nearer to the goal of my pilgrimage – the cathedral at 
Santiago. On my way I met so many people from every country under the 
sun, some religious, many not, but all having the one destination of 
Santiago in mind, and the anticipation was palpable. 
 
In some ways it is like Advent. Advent is a time when we prepare ourselves 
for Christmas, and there is always a sense of anticipation as Christmas Day 
draws ever nearer. This is symbolised with the lighting of the candles on 
our Advent crown.  But we also witness that anticipation in the Christmas 
story itself:  
 
There is the anticipation of Mary expecting a child, and her baby arriving 
at the most awkward moment when they didn’t have suitable 
accommodation. There is the anticipation of the wise men, as they travelled 
long distances on a crazy hunch that something special was about to happen 
and, on their arrival at the stable, seeing its fulfilment in the little baby. 
There is the anticipation of the people, longing for a Messiah, and a baby 
is born to bring hope to the world. 
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Advent, the season of anticipation, is a special time; but the destination is 
reached, and joy and peace and hope is born to the world at Christmas.  
 
We will have an Advent study group and our various Advent and Christmas 
services, so please do come along. You will be made very welcome. 
 
Wishing you Peace & Joy at Christmas 
Colin 
 
 
 
Advent & Christmas Services 
 
Sunday 30th November 
11am – A united service for the 1st Sunday of Advent at Kelso Old. There 
will be a joint choir. No services at Morebattle of Yetholm. 
 
 7th December 
10am – United Communion at Yetholm Kirk. No service at Linton or 
Morebattle 

• Yetholm Village Choir concert at Yetholm Kirk at 4pm 
• Carols round Christmas tree at Morebattle Institute at 6.30pm 

 
Sunday 14th December – Services at Morebattle and Yetholm, both at 
10am for 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
Tuesday 16th December – Quiet Service in Yetholm Kirk at 5pm. For 
those who have lost loved ones or who look for a quieter Christmas. 
 
Thursday 18th December – Yetholm Primary Christmas Service at 
Yetholm Kirk 2pm 
 
Friday 19th December – Morebattle Primary Christmas Service at 
Morebattle Kirk 11am 
 
Sunday 21st December –  
10am - Christmas services at Yetholm (including play)  
3pm - Lessons and carols at Morebattle Kirk 
 
Wednesday 24th December 
7pm – Christmas Eve Carol Service at Yetholm Kirk 
11.30pm – Watchnight Service at Linton 
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Christmas Day 
11am – Christmas Day Service at Morebattle Kirk. Bring along your 
gifts. 
 
Sunday 28th December 
10am – United Service at Yetholm Kirk 
 
Sunday 4th January - Epiphany Sunday 
10am – United Service at Linton Kirk, followed by sherry and shortbread 
…………………………………………………… 
 
Advent Study Group 
A group will meet on Thursdays 4th, 11th and 18th December at 10.30am 
to discuss Advent themes. Our first meeting will be at Arthur & Kathleen 
Bates’ house, 4 The Yett, Kirk Yetholm. All welcome. 
 
Special Services in the New Year 
20th January – There will be a service for the Week of prayer for 
Christian Unity at the Quaker Meeting House at 12.30pm. this will be 
followed by a light lunch. 
Wednesday 18th February – Ash Wednesday service at Hoselaw Chapel 
at 11am. This marks the start of Lent. 
Sunday 22nd February – Joint communion service at Morebattle Kirk at 
10am. 
Friday 6th March – World Day of Prayer at Morebattle Kirk. Check 
notices for details. 
 

There’s More to Christmas… 
Author Unknown 

There’s more, much more to Christmas 
Than candlelight and cheer; 

It’s the spirit of sweet friendship 
That brightens all the year; 

It’s thoughtfulness and kindness, 
It’s hope reborn again, 

For peace, for understanding, 
For goodwill to men 
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In a recent BBC Songs of Praise, they celebrated the 1700- year 
anniversary of The Nicene Creed. Three Archbishops from the Anglican, 
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches described the importance 
of the Creed to them in their personal faith journey. 
 
The Nicene Creed is the most widely used confession of faith in the 
world—and has been for more than a thousand years. Sunday after 
Sunday in their worship services, Eastern Orthodox, Roman 
Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, and others recite the creed to profess 
what they believe. Those who do not know the creed—who have not 
learned it by heart from years of repetition—are a minority in the 
Christian world. 

Why say the Nicene Creed? 

The creed is a Bible-based summary of the gospel of Jesus Christ. To say 
the creed is to say who God is—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and who 
Christ is: the only-begotten Son of the Father, God from God, who for 
our salvation became incarnate, which is to say fully human, and was 
crucified, raised from the dead, and now sits enthroned at the right hand 
of God the Father. To join other Christians in saying and believing the 
creed is thus a way to come to know God. 

There are other creeds, most importantly the Apostles’ Creed (so called 
because its teaching goes back to the apostles), which took shape in the 
ancient Latin-speaking church and is now often recited at baptisms in 
Western churches (Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran). The 
Nicene Creed was initially composed a bit later and in Greek. It spread 
through both the Western and Eastern churches, is used in Sunday 
services, and has become the most important creed in the Christian 
tradition as a whole. 

When and why the Nicene Creed was written 

The Nicene Creed originated at the council of Nicaea, in modern-day 
Turkey, AD 325. It reached its final form at the Council of 
Constantinople in 381. 

Its initial purpose was to reject a heresy called Arianism, which denied 
the full divinity of Christ. The Arians talked as if Christ were not God the 
creator but merely one of the things God had made—which meant that he 

https://www.logos.com/grow/what-is-orthodoxy/
https://www.logos.com/grow/what-is-lutheranism-its-history-distinctives-key-thinkers/
https://www.logos.com/grow/anglican-bible-study-the-major-books-thinkers-and-principles/
https://www.logos.com/grow/min-christology/
https://www.logos.com/grow/min-christology/
https://www.logos.com/grow/the-apostles-creed-its-history-and-origins/
https://www.logos.com/grow/what-heresy-is-and-how-to-guard-against-it/
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was created out of nothing and that there was “once when he did not 
exist.” 

The Nicene Creed was written to say otherwise. It aims to make 
absolutely clear that the Son of God is just as truly God as God the 
Father, equal to him in divinity, equal in eternity, equally omnipotent, and 
equally the creator of all things. In other words, the same person who was 
born of the Virgin Mary and crucified by Pontius Pilate has always 
existed as the eternal Son of God. This is why he rightly sits on the throne 
of God and we worship him. 

The text of the Nicene Creed 

That is a lot to say. Yet the creed is not a long document, so it is worth 
having a look at the whole thing. 

We believe in one God, 
          the Father almighty, 
          maker of heaven and earth, 
          of all that is, visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
          the only-begotten Son of God, 
          begotten from the Father before all ages, 
          God from God, Light from Light, 
          true God from true God, 
          begotten, not made, 
          of one being with the Father; 
          through him all things were made; 
for us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven; 
          by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
                    and was made man; 
          for our sake also he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
                    he suffered death and was buried; 
          on the third day he rose again 
                    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
          he ascended into heaven 
                    and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
          he will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
                    and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
          the Lord, the giver of life, 
          who proceeds from the Father; 
          with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified; 
          he has spoken through the prophets. 
          We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church. 
          We confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
          We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
                    and the life of the age to come. 

What the Nicene Creed teaches 

The creed has three parts (called three “articles”), because it is about 
the Trinity, the God in whose name we are baptized: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

We are fortunate that The Nicene Creed is beautifully written on the wall 
of Morebattle Kirk in our parish. 

Arthur Bates (Collated the above item). 

 
Yetholm Yewtree Allotments – A Happy Place 
 
For Yetholm Yewtree Allotments, 2025 has been a year of change, 
challenge and surprise. 
We have welcomed several new members, who have brought with them 
enthusiasm and happy faces. It has been so good to see plots, for too long 
empty or just neglected, begin to flourish again.  Everybody brings 
something new and different, and the YYAA is a richer and happier place 
for each and every one of our members. 
We have seen changes on the Committee, too. At our AGM in April our 
longstanding Treasurer, Peter Dickens, announced his wish to retire. Peter 
has managed all matters financial with calm, patience, efficiency and 
(crucially!) exactness, so the prospect of losing him was a daunting one. 
Happily, Monica Smale has been brave enough to take on the challenge, 
and after working closely with Peter for some months, she has now 
assumed the role officially. 
Perhaps the biggest gardening challenge of this year was the long dry 
period in the Spring. We needn’t have worried. Stan’s extensive water 
collection and storage system proved equal to the climate, and the plants 

https://www.logos.com/grow/topics/the-trinity/
https://www.logos.com/grow/min-trinitarian-baptismal-formula/
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made it through until the rains came back, refreshing both the soil and the 
storage tanks. 
And surprises? Well, the potato crop has astonished many a seasoned plot 
holder. Spuds are huge this year, and there are so very many of them. 
Anecdotally, we have done much better than growers further south, but it 
would take a wiser gardener than me to explain how our particular weather 
conditions made that happen. 
We do still have plots available. If you have ever wondered whether the 
allotment life might be for you, please get in touch. You can contact me on 
420650, or at yetholmallotments@gmail.com. You don’t need expertise, 
or even experience – just enthusiasm and an interest in sowing or planting 
and seeing what happens. It could be just the change, challenge and 
surprise you are looking for.  As one of our newest members, Carole 
Henderson, told me: ‘I could spend hours at the allotment…. It is my 
“happy” place. ‘ 
 
Ann Marie Wareham 
YYAA Secretary	
 
 
 
 

A Bird’s Eye View of Christmas 
 

- “So, Robin, where do you plan to be spending the festive season?” 
- “Oh, I thought I’d make my usual visit to Birdbath.   It’s very quiet 

there, but the food is reliably good, and he always makes sure that 
there’s plenty to drink; he keeps a very good birdbath.   How about 
you, Sparrow?” 

- “Well, my mates and I have plenty of options, as usual, but I think 
we’ll probably spread ourselves around the other end of the village.   
There are some trendy ‘re-wilding’ folks, whose garden is quite 
overgrown, which gives us good cover and foraging, and if we can 
dodge the odd cat we should have quite a fun time.” 

- “Hmmn!   Sounds a bit risky to me.   I like to plan ahead and know 
what to expect.” 

- “Yes, well, we don’t like to get too set in our ways….    By the 
way, does Birdbath go in for these flashing lights?    They play 
havoc with my sleep pattern!” 

mailto:yetholmallotments@gmail.com
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- “Flashing lights aren’t his style at all!   Just the occasional greenery 
– some fir or pine with a discreet red bow.   All very low-key – 
after all, I am the main attraction at Christmas!” 

- “What on earth do you mean, Robin? ‘The ‘main attraction’?   
Where did you get that idea from?” 

- “Sparrow, it’s obvious!   Everywhere you go at Christmastime 
you’ll find portraits of wonderful me!   Shop-windows, 
mantelpieces, wrapping-paper… I’m all over the place!” 

- “You overstuffed, conceited fowl!   The most important person at 
Christmas – and other seasons – is Jesus!   It’s all about Him!!” 

- “Now, wait a minute!   I can’t expect a drab little disadvantaged 
spuggie to understand the more subtle aspects of our cultural 
heritage, but really…” 

- “Really!   Christmas is about Baby Jesus being born!   And, what’s 
more – when He grew up, he even talked about us!   I bet you don’t 
get a mention in the Bible, but we sparrows do!”  

        [‘Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny?   And God cares what   
          happens to them even more than you do.’       
         Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 10, verse 29 

- “Some people try to bring religion into everything!   I have an 
appointment with some holly and a photographer – I can’t be seen 
with riffraff.  I must fly…” 

 

 

Why Christmas was banned in Scotland 

There’s plenty to do in Scotland in the winter, and many Scots love getting 
in the festive spirit. But did you know that Christmas was banned here for 
almost four centuries? 

Before the Reformation in 1560, Christmas in Scotland had been a 
religious feasting day. Then, with the powerful Kirk frowning upon 
anything related to Roman Catholicism, the Scottish Parliament passed a 

https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/things-to-do/things-to-do-in-winter
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law in 1640 that made celebrating ‘Yule vacations’ illegal. The baking of 
Yule bread was a criminal act! Even after Charles II was restored to the 
throne, celebrating Christmas was frowned upon in Scotland for a long 
time – it wasn’t until 1958 that 25 December became a Scottish public 
holiday. Which is why Hogmanay and New Year celebrations in Scotland 
became so important. 

 
“You make the best toast ever”

 
 
We have recently resumed the toast club at Yetholm School which runs in 
the school on a Tuesday and Thursday morning from 8 – 845am from 
October through until the Easter holidays. 
There are a few willing helpers to make this possible and we are always 
looking for more volunteers so if you feel you could help, please get in 
touch with Susan Stewart or Mary Butler in Yetholm. 
We are extremely grateful for the kind donations we receive to make this 
possible and as the headline says the lovely comment from a P1 makes it 
all worthwhile. 
 
Susan Stewart 
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There will be an extra Film Night in Wauchope Hall on Saturday 3rd 
January 2026 at 7pm of “I Swear” (15). 
I SWEAR is the powerful true-life story of Tourette Syndrome 
campaigner John Davidson. In a funny and moving account of his 
experiences, the story follows John throughout his adolescence and 
early adulthood and explores what was a little known and entirely 
misunderstood condition in 1980s Britain. 
 
Cheviot Churches Recipe Book – Christmas is coming! 

Do you need a present for someone you know? There 
are still copies of the Cheviot Churches Recipe Book 
available in Yetholm and Morebattle Community 
Shops at the price of £10 or contact Susan Stewart to 
purchase your copy. 
 

 
Cheviot Churches Retreat Day. 

 
This is an early warning as it will not be happening until late Spring 2026 
but since we are a busy congregation and there is a relatively short period 
between Christmas and Lent next year the agreed acceptable date is Friday 
May 8th.   The place is a change from our usual venue and therefore not 
restricted by tide tables. We have discussed going elsewhere but finding a 
suitable place has been tricky but my research guided me to Coldingham.   
Therefore, I have booked a day at Coldingham Priory which has similar 
facilities to the centre on Lindisfarne, and it took me just an hour to drive 
door to door.  Coldingham is a delightful village close to the coast and the 
start of the Berwickshire Coastal Path.  The Priory is an interesting historic 
building with pleasant surroundings even on a wet October Tuesday when 
I joined in the weekly and very friendly coffee and chat (apple cake and 
chocolate buns). The day is open to everyone not just members of Cheviot 
congregations and expressions of interest would be much appreciated.  Not 
so much to retreat but to a chance to retire for a day from your normal every 
day to enjoy fellowship and reflection.   
Contact Trish Gentry who can give more information and try and answer 
any questions. 
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Scottish Opera return to Wauchope Hall Yetholm on Tuesday 10th 
February 2026 as part of their Opera Highlights Spring Tour. 
Tickets will be on sale from early December on the Scottish Opera 
Highlights Tour site. 
This was a sellout when they were last in Yetholm so book early to 
avoid disappointment! 
 
Dates for diary 
 
December 
Tuesday 2nd – Yetholm and District Community Council at 7pm in 
Youth Hall. Please note this is in place of November meeting. 
Saturday 6th – Young Lives v Cancer Coffee Morning in Morebattle 
Institute at 10.30am. 
Saturday 6th – Film Night in Wauchope Hall at 7pm. “Bridget Jones – 
Mad about the Boy (15). Entry £6 at door. 
Sunday 7th – Yetholm Village Choir Christmas Concert at 4pm in 
Yetholm Church. Entry by Donation. 
Sunday 7th – Morebattle Switch-on of Tree Lights with Carols at 
Institute at 6.30pm 
Wednesday 10th – Morebattle SWI Christmas Meal in the Institute at 
7.15pm. 
Wednesday 10th – Quiz Night in Plough Hotel at 8pm. Proceeds to 
Borders Youth Theatre. 
Saturday 13th – Children’s Christmas Party in Wauchope Hall. 
Tuesday 16th – Tea Club Christmas Dinner in Institute at 1.30pm. 
   
January 2026 
Thursday 1st – Quiz at Border Hotel at 4pm. 
Monday 5th – Yetholm Festival Week Meeting at 7.30pm in Youth Hall. 
Saturday 10th – Film Night in Wauchope Hall at 7pm. “The Penguin 
Lessons” (PG). Entry £6 at door. 
Wednesday 14th – Morebattle SWI in Morebattle Institute at 7.15pm.  
Burns Supper Competition – Small Scottish Item & Handwritten Verse 
from a Robert Burns Poem. 
Wednesday 14th – Quiz Night in Plough Hotel at 8pm. Proceeds to 
Yetholm Festival Week. 
Wednesday 21st – Kalewater Community Council at 7pm Morebattle 
Institute 
Thursday 22nd – National Theatre Screening of “Hamlet” at 7pm. Entry 
£12 at door.  
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Friday 23rd – Bingo Night in Wauchope Hall at 7pm. Proceeds to Border 
Search and Rescue. 
Tuesday 27th – Yetholm and District Community Council at 7pm in 
Youth Hall. 
Wednesday 28th – Quiz Night in Plough Hotel at 8pm. Proceeds to 
Yetholm Shepherd’s Show. 
 
 
February 
Saturday 7th – Film Night at 7pm in Wauchope Hall. “Four Mothers” 
(15). Entry £6 at door. 
Tuesday 10th – Scottish Opera in Wauchope Hall at 7pm. See poster for 
ticket info. 
Wednesday 11th – Morebattle SWI in Morebattle Institute at 7.15pm.  
Ann Howieson – Traybakes.  Competitions 3 Pieces Traybake & Unusual 
Cookie Cutter. 
Wednesday 11th – Quiz Night in Plough Hotel at 8pm. Proceeds to 
Yetholm Pavilion. 
Saturday 14th – Morebattle Games Coffee Morning in Morebattle 
Village Hall at 10.30am, 
Wednesday 18th– Kalewater Community Council at 7pm in Morebattle 
Institute. 
Saturday 21st - Coffee Morning in Aid of Christian Aid in The Institute 
at 10.30am. 
Tuesday 24th – Yetholm and District Community Council at 7pm in 
Youth Hall. 
Wednesday 25th – Quiz Night in Plough at 8pm. Proceeds to Leuchie 
House. 
Thursday 26th – National Theatre Screening at Wauchope Hall at 7pm. 
Title TBC 
  
 
March 
Saturday 7th – Film Night in Wauchope Hall at 7pm. “Mr. Burton” 
(12A). Entry £6 at door. 
Wednesday 11th – Morebattle SWI in Morebattle Institute at 7.15pm.   
Wednesday 11th – Quiz Night in Plough Hotel at 8pm. Proceeds to Tiny 
Tickers. 
Saturday 14th – Morebattle in Bloom Coffee Morning at 10.30am in 
Morebattle Institute  
Wednesday 18th – Kalewater Community Council at 7pm in Morebattle 
Institute. 
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Friday 20th – Bingo Night in Wauchope Hall at 7pm. Proceeds to 
Yetholm Pavilion. 
Saturday 21st – Morebattle & Hownam Guild Coffee Morning in 
Morebattle Institute at 10.30am. 
Wednesday 25th – Quiz Night in Plough Hotel at 8pm. Proceeds to 
Borders Children’s Charity. 
 
 
 
Regular Activities in Morebattle and Hownam 
Morebattle Badminton Club Monday at 7pm in Morebattle Village Hall 
Tea Club every Tuesday from 2pm in Morebattle Institute.   All welcome 
Light Exercise Class every Wednesday 10.30 –11.30am in Morebattle 
Village Hall.   
Morebattle Bowling Club every Friday at 6pm in Morebattle Village 
Hall. 
Towford Rural meet on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Bowling Every Wednesday in Hownam Hall at 7.30pm. 
 
 
Church Diary 
Thursday 4th December – Cheviot Churches Guild Christmas Afternoon 
Tea in Morebattle Institute at 2pm 
Thursday 8th January – Cheviot Churches Guild Guild in Morebattle 
Institute at 2.00pm.  Mrs. Debbie Brown – Stones and Houses. 
Thursday 5th February – Cheviot Churches Guild in Morebattle 
Institute at 2.00pm. Speaker Pearl Ford – Kelso Foodbank 
Thursday 5th March – Cheviot Churches Guild in Morebattle Institute at 
2.00pm.  Members Business Meeting. 
Friday 6th March – World Day of Prayer in Morebattle Church at 2pm   
Saturday 21st March – Cheviot Churches Guild Coffee Morning in 
Morebattle Institute at 10.30am. 
 
 
Regular Activities in Yetholm 
Eddies’ Gentle Exercise Class every Monday in Youth Hall 11 – 12noon. 
(closed January 12th). 
Indoor Bowls every Monday in Wauchope Hall 2 – 5pm. New members 
always welcome. 
Craft Group meet every Monday in Yetholm Church from 2 – 4pm.  
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Coffee in Yetholm Church every Tuesday from 10.30 – 12noon. All 
Welcome. 
Yetholm Community Lunch every Tuesday 11.45 – 1.30 (closed January 
reopens 17th February). 
Badminton every Tuesday in Wauchope Hall 1.30 – 3pm. 
Eddies’ Fitness every Tuesday in Wauchope Hall 6.30 – 7.30pm. 
Yetholm Village Choir in Youth Hall every Wednesday from 10.30 – 
12noon. New members welcome. 
Scrabble every Wednesday in Youth Hall 2 – 4pm. 
Scottish Country Dancing every Thursday in Youth Hall 2 – 4pm. 
Penny’s Art Class every Friday in Youth Hall 10 – 12noon. 
 
The editorial team would like to thank all of you who have contributed 
articles, photographs and information for this edition of The Cheviot.  
 

Deadline 
Please submit articles (including photographs) for the next edition of 
The Cheviot to a member of the editorial team by Sunday 1st March 

2026. 
j.stewart134@btinternet.com, johnmabon431@btinternet.com  

anne.scottbrown@btinternet.com 
	
	
	
	
	
	
Register		
Wedding: Victoria Stewart to Ben Moffat 
Baptism:  
Deaths: John Tweedie, Jenny Flannigan, Stewart Gillie. 
  

 
 
 
 

mailto:j.stewart134@btinternet.com
mailto:johnmabon431@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.scottbrown@btinternet.com
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News from Morebattle Primary School 
Press Gang 

	

 Nursery always enjoy going for 
great walks around the local 
area. They have been doing 
autumn themed art.  They were 
also painting with mud!  They 
ventured into Kelso to visit the 

Fire Station recently and enjoyed joining the children from Yetholm 
nursery to learn all about being a Fire Fighter.    

P1/2 have been learning the story of The Owl Who Was Afraid of the 
Dark. 
They have also been learning how to do addition sums.  They have been 
using kaligo to support their handwriting and spelling and preparing 
themselves for joined up handwriting. 
 
P3/4 have been working on different adding strategies.  They have learnt 
about myths and legends like the Loch ness monster and selkies.  
One reading group has been reading George’s Marvellous Medicine. 
 

 
P5/6/7’s topic is The Solar 
System. They made solar 
systems out of shoeboxes and 
learned lots of things including 
you can’t burp in space!  
They have been studying about 

rust in science, looking at what would happen to a nail in different 
liquids. 

Iona and Elsie did a fantastic job of representing 
Morebattle on Remembrance Sunday. Elsie joined Mrs. 

Finn for the Kelso remembrance parade and Iona laid the 
wreath at the Morebattle Memorial. 

    
As the excitement builds for Christmas, we are starting to get ready for 
our church concert and, of course, the Christmas performance! 
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News from Yetholm 
Primary School 

	
	
Yetholm Primary School has 

been a lovely place to be this Autumn, with the children 
enjoying the buildup to both Halloween and Bonfire 
night.  
The Parent Council put on a brilliant, spooky 
Halloween disco for the whole school and the nursery 
children even squeezed in an extra Halloween party on 
the 31st itself!    
  

We have enjoyed lots of trips 
recently: the nursery children 
went to the fire station; the 
primary children went to the 
Borders Book Festival, and our 
older children enjoyed the Kelso 
Music Society performance.   As 
well as formal trips, we have 
continued to get out and about 

around Yetholm, taking advantage of our beautiful river and woodland.  
The nursery had a BBQ by the river and toasted marshmallows for 
Bonfire night whilst the primary children have been looking at Yetholm 
with ‘fresh eyes’ as part of a new mapping project.    
 

There has been time, of course, for some 
great work in class too as well as for some 
autumnal art (with lots of orange paint in 
use!)  

We were very proud of Idris and Callie who represented 
the school at the Kelso Remembrance Parade. It was 
great to see such a large turn out from the Kelso 

community for such an important event.  

   
As the excitement builds for Christmas, the children are starting to get 
ready for their carol concert and, of course, the Christmas performance!   
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High Street Deli Yetholm 
 
Are you looking forward to Christmas?  We are here at the Deli!  
We have lots of new, lovely things coming into the shop as well as keeping 
the old favourites. Look out for mince pies, and other Christmas goodies.  
Our website is now online, if you haven’t already found it, at 
www.highstreetdeliyetholm.co.uk have look out for updates on there and 
our on Facebook page for new products. Call into the shop to see our 
Christmas range. 
Our latest addition is our licence to sell alcohol, we have a range of beers, 
wines and spirits and some fizz to add some sparkle.  
 Our fresh made pizzas are very popular, and we also have a range of hot 
food made fresh daily. 
 
It’s mince pie season and if you’re wondering what to have with them, 
here’s a recipe for -  
Christmas cranberry, orange and honey butter. 
 
Take a cup of butter, softened 
1/3 cup of finely chopped dried cranberries  
1/4 cup honey (local is best of course!) 
2 teaspoons of grated orange zest 
Pinch of salt or to taste. 
Mix all ingredients together and place in an airtight jar, it will keep in the 
fridge for 2 weeks. 
Or make a roll in baking paper, cut in slices and freeze. That way you can 
just take out a slice when you’re ready. 
Lovely to with a toasted slice of our sourdough bread. 
 
As we look back on the past three months since we opened, we would like 
to thank everyone who has taken time to come into the deli, chat to us and 
buy things from us. We wish you a merry Christmas and a peaceful and 
happy New Year. 

http://www.highstreetdeliyetholm.co.uk/
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2025 has been another busy year for Yetholm Community Shop and its 
team of hard-working staff and volunteers. 

During the past 12 months, we’ve been delighted to welcome a steady 
stream of visitors to our beautiful village, and we thank everyone for their 
continuing support in what has been another challenging year for ventures 
like ours. 

In late-October, we welcomed the Yetholm Bistro to the Community Hub 
above the Shop (Wednesday-Saturday, 1145am to 3pm), enabling them to 
extend their unique offering in the village of good value, healthy meals to 
residents and visitors alike served in a convivial atmosphere. All profits are 
returned to the community. 

 

In the run-up to Christmas, the Bistro is also opening for community 
evening dining on Saturday 6th and 20th December (6pm to 9pm) with a 
suitably festive menu. There’s a suggested donation of £10 for two courses 
with BYOB. Booking is highly advisable, either through the Shop, the 
Yetholm Bistro Facebook page or Jane Mason on 07969 880583.    

Looking ahead, our forthcoming Annual General Meeting (Wednesday 
10th December 2025 at 7pm in the Wauchope Hall) will see the election of 
a new Management Committee. We would encourage all Shareholders to 
take part in the election process and support those who step forward to lead 
our Society into the future. 

As the current Management Committee gets ready to hand over, it seems 
an opportune moment to thank all our staff and volunteers, especially 
Alastair Hirst who has served as Chair since 2019 when the project 
commenced. Thank you, Alastair. 

The 2024-2025 Management Committee      
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Winter seems to have arrived with a bang, it doesn’t seem many weeks 
since we were out and about without jackets and now, we need everything: 
coats, scarves, gloves and boots. Definitely time to pop into the shop and 
warm yourself up with a lovely hot chocolate or a reviving cappuccino! 
It is a little quieter now as most of the walkers have gone (although the 
occasional one or two do come through) but business is still steady with 
customers from village and local area visiting us regularly, and there are 
still a number of tradesmen who are working on projects in the village 
coming in for their lunchtime snacks and sweet treats. It is interesting to 
see how shopping requirements change with the seasons, ice lollies and fly 
papers have been replaced with kindling, bird seed, and fire lighters on the 
shopping lists – luckily, we supply them all!  A new addition to the shop 
has been the absolutely delicious Abbey bridge focaccia which comes in 
on a Wednesday. Three flavours are available: rosemary and garlic, olive 
and herbs, and sun-dried tomato and mozzarella. It doesn’t last very long. 
Along with the focaccia we get deliveries of sourdough bread and fresh 
pizza bases. The pizza bases are fantastic for a quick and easy tea and can 
be ordered on a Tuesday for Friday delivery.  
Christmas products are gradually appearing, lots of lovely biscuits and 
chocolates, Advent calendars and Hannah Longmuir’s beautiful calendars 
and cards. There will be more to come so do consider us for your gift 
shopping. To help we will be extending our Thursday opening hours to 
6.30pm throughout December. 
Finally, we were very happy to donate a hamper to the KCC’s fundraising 
efforts to get all the local defibrillators back into running condition as this 
is so important for the local community. Many of the shop volunteers also 
attended the recent training sessions on CPR and Defibrillators, we all feel 
much more confident that we could help in an emergency. 
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Cheviot Churches Elders and Districts 

 
Leslie Thomson            West of Morebattle, Eckford and Crailing. 

Keith Cleland               Main Street, Heughhead and Renwick Gardens 

                                       Morebattle. 

George Lees                  Mainsfield Avenue, Morebattle Mains and  

                                       Whitton. 

Anne Brown                  Kale Valley and Hownam. 

Brian Kelly                    Linton 

Trish Gentry                 Bowmont Valley. 

Graeme Watson           Woodbank Road, Braeside Road, Cheviot Road. 

Pippa Emerson             Grafton Road to Mission, Grafton Bank, Main  

                                       St from Old Manse to Cheviot Place, The    

                                       Crescent, Duncanhaugh and Hayhope 

John Stobart                Grafton Corner, Yewtree Lane, Road and Bank to  

                                      Romany House 

Susan Stewart              Deanfield Place, Court, Road and Bank. 

                                     Back Lane and Dairy Wood. 

Stuart Kelly /Rae Redpath School to butcher and Dow Brae,   

                                    Morebattle Road from top to Cheviot Place. 

 Carol Butler              Kirk Yetholm Village and Halterburn. 

Arthur Bates              The Yett, Shotton, Yetholm Mains and Harelaw. 

Ann Harvey                Hoselaw, Cherrytrees, Lochside, Lochside farms 

                                     and cottages, Old Graden, Graden, Hoselaw. 

Simon Oldham           Mainhouse, Bankhead and Linton Hill. 

David Lang                Teapot Street and Bank. Thimble Lane. 

Jimmy Fleming          Kelso 

Debbie Brown            Postal 
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Church Services – Yetholm, Linton and Morebattle 
Please see notices for opening times for private prayer and reflection. 

Yetholm	every	Sunday	at	10.00	a.m.	
Morebattle	every	Sunday	at	10.00am.	except	

1st	Sunday	when	we	meet	at	Linton.	
Hownam	is	now	irregular.	Please	check	notices.	

Hoselaw	is	always	open	for	private	devotion	and	hosts	occasional	services.	
The	Tuesday	Weekly	Prayer	Service	is	now	regular	following	the	Coffee	Morning	
at	YETHOLM	Kirk.	Please	give	any	prayer	requests	to	Rev.	Colin	or	Kathleen	

Bates.	Everyone	will	be	made	very	welcome.		
	
	

Cheviot	Churches:	Church	of	Scotland	
(Charity	No	SCOO3O23)	

	
Minister:	

Rev.	Colin	Johnston	
The	Manse	(formerly	The	Old	Police	House)	

Main	Street,	Morebattle,	TD5	8QG	
Phone	No.	07492705275	or	01573440539	

Email	revcdj60@gmail.com	
	

Session	Clerk:	
Susan	Stewart,	22	The	Yett	Kirk	Yetholm,	Kelso	TD5	8PL	
Tel:	01573420231	Email:	j.stewart134@btinternet.com	

	
	

Treasurer:	
Brian	Kelly,	The	Haven,	5	Morebattle	Road,	Town	Yetholm,	Kelso	TD5	8RL	

Tel:	01573	420221	E	mail:	bjkelly@uwclub.net	
	

Safeguarding	Co-Ordinator:	
Vacant	–	appointment	pending	

	
Roll	Keeper:	

Pippa	Emerson	01573420279	
	

Committee	Convenors:	
Mission	and	Outreach:	Melanie	Eve	07807148496	

Children	and	Youth	Ministry	Team:	Graeme	Watson	01573	420602	
Ways	and	Means	with	Stewardship:	Ann	Harvey	07789885395	

Worship	Committee:	Rev.	Colin	Johnston	01573	440539	
	

www.cheviot	churches.org	
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