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Prayer Corner
A Christmas Prayer of Good Wishes
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the
joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the
magi, and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

A Christmas Carol Worth Praying:
Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.
"Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus" by Charles Wesley
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The Year Ahead
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making our path easy,
But by making us sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from us,
But by taking fear from our hearts;
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping our faces bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making our lives always pleasant,
But by showing us when people and their causes need us most,
and by making us anxious to be there to help.
God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead.
Amen
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From the Manse
Dear Friends,
I hope this finds all of you well, as we continue to live through these
challenging times. In many ways it is amazing how quickly the year seems
to have gone, and now the clocks have changed, the nights are darker,
though our days are still brightened by the stunning colours of the trees.
Suddenly, with December on our doorstep, our thoughts have become
focused on Christmas. We hope that there will be no sudden lockdown like
last year, but obviously we will still need to be very careful.
There are certain Christmases that stay in our minds, and my thoughts go
to my student days. Before studying theology, I spent a year as a volunteer
in the Holy Land. On Christmas Eve I went with two friends to Bethlehem.
It seemed as if the whole world was there, with people from all nationalities
thronging Manger Square in the centre of the town – no social distancing
in these days in the early 80s! Choirs in dazzling robes sang on a stage, and
a good, if rowdy, time was had by all. We didn’t have tickets for any of the
church in Bethlehem town, so walked the few miles to the little chapel at
the Shepherds Fields (where supposedly the angels appeared to the
shepherds). There we sat around a fire with some local Palestinians
(shepherds?), before sitting in the chapel for the midnight service. Candles
were flickering, and it was quiet and calm, so unlike the noise of Manger
Square just a few miles away. We would have been happy to spend the rest
of the night there, but the monks obviously wanted to lock up for the night,
so we began the journey back to Bethlehem.
It was decidedly cold by this stage, and we felt tired; each footstep seemed
an effort. It was at that point that one of the monks who had been at the
service joined us and walked with us back to the town. His gentle
conversation and personality seemed to lift our spirits, and we forgot how
tired we had been. Before we knew it, we were back in Bethlehem, where
he bought us some grapefruit juice from the market and then seemed to
disappear into thin air!
It was rather a surreal experience, but somehow, for all three of us, it was
that experience that made Christmas. It was the importance of someone
accompanying us. As we journey through life, we all need people to share
the road with us and accompany us through good times and bad, and for
me one of the key messages of Christmas is that God is born amongst us
as a baby and promises to be with us as Emmanuel, God-with-us, through
thick and thin.
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The monk, whose name we never knew, certainly touched my life for
barely an hour or so, but I still remember him, as his friendship was so
inclusive to three rather bedraggled young Scots. But then the Christmas
story is remarkably inclusive as well. For at the stable with Mary and
Joseph were the most surprising of people. There were shepherds, who
were often disregarded by polite society of the time, but who shared the
wonder of this baby’s birth. There were the Magi from the East, coming
from a different culture and different religion, but also there laying their
gifts before the baby. In the stable there would have been animals,
representing creation and playing their part in greeting the baby Jesus. It is
a surprisingly inclusive group who gathered at that stable, but then God’s
love encompasses all.
I hope that you have a joyful Christmas. Do come along to our services
which are listed elsewhere in the Cheviot. May you be touched by the
wonder of Christmas and by the encompassing love of the Christ Child,
God-with-us.
Peace and Joy,
Colin

Lighting of a candle on Christmas Day
We light a candle to celebrate life,
The life of a tiny child,
Born in obscurity and danger,
The promise of God with us,
In every part of our lives.
In a world that sometimes seems hopeless
We dare to hope!
In a world that sometimes forgets God-with-us
We cling to your promise!
In a world of comfort and plenty
Challenge us to change!
Emmanuel, God with us! Born as one of us!
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Christmas Services
• Thursday 16th December – Blue Christmas Service (Morebattle
Kirk) at 3pm
This is a service for those who find the merriment and glitz of Christmas
a little difficult to take. It is especially appropriate for those who have
lost loved ones during the past year.
• Sunday 19th – Yetholm (10am) and Morebattle (11.15).
Service of Carols and Readings
• Christmas Eve.
6pm Hownam
11.30pm Linton
We are still living with the Covid restrictions, so numbers will be limited
at both churches. If you plan to attend, please notify Anne Brown for
Hownam (01573 440566) or Jimmy Fleming for Linton (07418 023987).
• Christmas Day – Joint Service at Morebattle at 10 am.
• Sunday, 26th December – Joint Service at Yetholm at 11 am
• Sunday, 2nd January – Services at Yetholm (10am) and Linton
(11.15)
BIRDBATH’S CHRISTMAS CAROL
When Birdbath hears once again the first pure and unworldly notes of
‘Once in royal David’s City’, coming over the airwaves, sung by a chorister
at King’s College chapel in Cambridge on Christmas Eve, he will be
transported back to the Hill Woods, high on the fells above his uncle’s farm
in Liddesdale. It was late and almost dark. He and his Birdbath cousins had
been taken for a walk on the night before Christmas 1939, and they were
singing ‘Once in royal David’s City’ with gusto. It was the first Christmas
of WW2, and the outlook bleak; but meanwhile the family had the notvery-subtle aim of tiring out the kids so that they did not insist on trying to
stay awake to see Santa and the reindeer. As the party came to a boggy
patch, they fell silent, but were astonished to hear ‘While shepherds
watched’ taken up by a deep Borders voice further up the hill, where a
torch was flickering despite the blackout. It was Wattie, the shepherd, out
tending a sheep that was, in his words, “No’ verra weel.” As he rightly
pointed out, shepherds on the hills above Bethlehem probably had their
problems too, until the Angel turned up and sent them off to that stable
behind the pub with Tidings of Great Joy. It was a lesson in theology from
a man much loved and respected locally, and he joined the Wee Birdbaths
in finishing ‘Once in royal David’s City’ that Christmas Eve. If anyone
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hears a strange tuneless noise from the Back Ditches, it is only Birdbath
singing a carol as he goes for a Christmas walk in the gloaming. He
recommends it to his readers and wishes them all a HAPPY CHRISTMAS.

Morebattle and Yetholm Playgroup
Do you have a child aged 2 to 3 years? The playgroup based at
Morebattle School have vacancies on a Thursday and Friday from 9.15 11.15am.
For further information please contact Morag Thomson via Yetholm
or Morebattle School.

Friends of Nature House Kirk Yetholm
Our last night of the season was made extra special with regular visitor
John Walshaw presenting the most detailed and colourful of paintings to
the hostel for the enjoyment of everyone staying. The village collage,
painted acrylic on canvas, depicts instantly recognisable buildings,
features, animals, and residents, and measures a massive 120cm x 75cm.
Some 4 years in the making it shows that some good things can come out
of lockdown!
We have the ideal wall space for the picture and sure it will be a hit with
those staying as they pick out the various features... a classic case of 'the
more you look, the more you see'!! Who can spot Barney?
Grateful thanks to John from Simon, Maureen, the Volunteers and Guests
for this fabulous addition to the Friends of Nature house.
A short season this year in these strange Covid times as the world slowly
adapts to some sort of 'new normal'. Despite opening end of July at half
capacity with only private rooms, the months were busy and went
surprisingly smoothly with those staying enjoying themselves and often
just glad of somewhere to stay when on a budget or part of a longer
trip. Apart from the Covid mitigations, the most unusual thing was the lack
of internationals staying. Also, both surprising and heart-warming were
the number of volunteer wardens wanting to help out... after 18 months of
7
The Cheviot

lockdowns the appetite for a week in Yetholm was obviously
attractive! Extra weeks had to be rapidly scheduled to fit demand. Our
Great Thanks to all those involved who make the place what it is and
welcome so many to our wonderful village.
Of the future... Provisional figures for the short opening this year suggest
we should be able to get another 46 trees in the ground this year via
supporting Trees for Life/Borders Forest Trust - for every guest staying £1
being earmarked for tree planting projects. At our international conference
last month, 3 new country members were welcomed, and our small UK
group were able to continue supporting the group in Nepal (we fund their
website) and Senegal (fruit tree planting). Internationality, respect for
nature and sustainable lifestyles being the cornerstones of the movement
for the last 126yrs!
Closer to home, 2022 marks the 80th Anniversary of offering
accommodation in the village principally for those walking, cycling, or
exploring heritage and nature. Plans are afoot and improvements will
continue over the winter, an organic process these last 10yrs. We will
likely schedule mid-September for an Open Day. Exciting times ahead.
Season's Greetings to Yetholm residents, our magical Volunteers and all
the guests, both regular and those new faces. See you in 2022!!
Simon, Maureen, and the Volunteers
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Traidcraft Christmas Catalogue
Traidcraft was founded in 1979 by a group of Christians who wanted to
challenge the deep injustices embedded in global trade. It works to support
farmers and artisans, whatever their creed, ethnicity, or religion, to avoid
exploitative supply chains, and to receive a fair wage for their work. The
Traidcraft Christmas catalogue has a wonderful range of fairly-traded
goods – for example, chocolate, coffee, dried fruits, honey and preserves,
as well as wonderful crafts and textiles and cards - just right for Christmas
gifts.
Traidcraft works, often over decades, with the groups and co-operatives
whose produce they market. You can see what they have to offer by
going to their online shop: Traidcraftshop.co.uk
COP26 Rally, a Morebattle perspective.
I had waited two and a half years for the 6th of November 2021; the day I
got to support COP26. I was not a delegate, a member of the negotiating
team or an observer; I was just one of one hundred and seventy thousand
people on a march. I am glad I went as it brought to life the discussions on
environmentalism I listen to on the podcast, Outrage and Optimism, with
Christina Figueres the Executive Secretary of the Paris Agreement.
I followed a link in the Minister’s emailed notices and registered to march
with Christian Aid because I could get a ready-made banner to hold, and I
wanted to make a Christian witness to the importance of this moment in
history – our last best chance to keep global heating under 2 degrees.
The public gathered at Kelvingrove Park, milling about until they found a
‘home’. I joined a huge circle of people supporting the native’s peoples of
the Amazon, listening to their stories and chanting: ‘I say Amazon. You
say Lives! Amazon. Lives! Amazon. Lives! All in preparation for the
march to George Green on the other side of the city.
Waiting to get going was frustrating and uncomfortable. It rained on us,
and the wind blew, and we all had cold hands and feet, so we kept each
other going by exchanging stories of why we had come. It was fitting then
that when a journalist from the national newspaper of Sweden saw our
Christian Aid placards, she approached me and a Christian PhD student I
was with, that we got the chance to talk about God’s word. We both quoted
from Exodus to outline our concern for being present. Jo spoke about the
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duty we have been given to look after the planet, and I spoke about how
when God created the Earth, it WAS good, (emphasis on the past tense).
I met many other people that day, old and young in bunches or by
themselves. Two in particular were COP26 Observers and had been at the
meetings of the parties, individually listening and taking meaning from the
discussions. In summery the feedback was that those in positions of
leadership just didn’t understand how dire the climate situation is and how
vital this conference is to giving humanity a future.
The march itself was wonderful, full of people with clever slogans,
animated puppets, and hope for a carbon neutral world. The Justinian’s
had a great line in soothing Latin chants, and the Young Christians knew
lots of hymns. The Quakers kept silent but carried a banner for Climate
Justice, which summed up why we are all there. We marched in themed
groups, with the faith contingent last but one, and the Scottish
Independence movement at the rear. I never got to see the front as the line
was far too long, but there were groups from Green Peace, Socialist
workers, and Extinction Rebellion to name just a few.
I’m writing this just as the COP26 closes. Another Conference of the
Parties where countries have been unable to agree on specific words, or
even bring the money they promised to the table, let alone manage their
carbon outputs down to the figures they agreed five years ago. But I am
taking away the fact that 170,000 people withstood the cold, wind, and rain
of Glasgow to make a stand for this wonderful planet; thus, proving that
humanity’s place on it is worth fighting for. Amen.
Melanie Eve.
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YETHOLM CHURCH CHOIR
I hope to be able to have a small group sing at two of the Christmas services
if sufficient of the Yetholm Church choir are willing and able! If you are
keen to sing, please let me know - the only restriction is that you must be
fit and able to climb the steps onto the raised area, as we must sing from
there to put sufficient distance between singers and congregation. A few
practice times will be arranged amongst ourselves once we know who we
have! I promise not to ask you to sing anything too complicated – just a bit
of fun!
Heather McInally 01537 420426

CHEVIOT CHURCHES CHRISTMAS POST
This Christmas, allow us to take away some of the stress of the
preparations, and help save some of your shoe leather! Cheviot Churches
are running a Christmas Post around the villages of Yetholm and
Morebattle with deliveries to any house within the boundaries of the
villages, and a few areas outside e.g. Cherrytrees, Bowmont Valley, Linton
and Hownam. Collection boxes will be in the Village Shops all week
starting on December 1st – 15th, and in the Church lobbies on Sundays.
Deliveries will be made over the first three weekends in December. The
cost will be 25p per card, to be paid into an honesty box beside the
collection box, with all proceeds going to the Cheviot Churches.
We already have a number of volunteer Sorting Office workers and
delivery people, but more would be welcome – if you are willing to
volunteer about 30 minutes for a walk near to home, over the first few
weekends of December, please contact Heather McInally 01573 420426,
heather.mcinally@gmail.com .
Posters will be going up soon - please check that the addresses you choose
are within the area outlined on the map on the posters, as we cannot
guarantee delivery out with those areas. Please support your VERY local
Christmas Post – we will deliver through rain, wind, and snow, and save
you getting cold and wet!
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Points to ponder.
As consumers, we are now increasingly concerned with sustainability and
the environmental impact caused by our actions, with Christmas proving
to be no different. You might be surprised at how much waste is produced
each year. Last year, we bought 227,000 miles of wrapping paper, almost
enough to paper our way to the moon! Much of it cannot be recycled. Over
125,000 tonnnes of plastic packaging and wrapping are generated, with
Advent calendar trays and packaging for toys being the worst culprits.

Christmas food.
Research suggests that a staggering 4.2 million Christmas dinner leftovers
at home and in restaurants go to waste, including 17.2 million sprouts.
Although much of this ends up in landfill, this wasted food could be
recycled through Anaerobic Digestion. If we don’t happen to have
one handy, reusing, or even buying fewer sprouts, would produce
enough energy to power a home for 3 years. Quite a thought.
Many children might be delighted to help the environment in this way.
Shall we tell them?
Christmas Cards.
Royal Mail deliver around 150 million cards all around the country last
year. The majority of these will be thrown away once Christmas is over.
As any using foil or glitter cannot be recycled this causes an enormous
amount of environmental waste. Recycling all suitable Christmas cards
would provide enough power to light 340 Blackpool illuminations!

Christmas Trees.
Last year, over 7 million Christmas trees went into landfill, producing
100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas. If you do have a tree to get rid of after
Christmas, check recycling possibilities. Some firms and councils will
shred trees into chippings, which are then used in parks. No fly tipping, we
hope.
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The Trees have landed….

32 baby silver birch trees and a cherry tree have now been planted in the grassland
area next to the cemetery, and Revd. Colin Johnson led a service to remember all
those who have died during the pandemic. About 32 people attended from the
Yetholm area, and it was a poignant moment for many.
John Stobart read a poem entitled ‘Remember’ by Christina Rosetti, which is
printed below: REMEMBER
Remember me when I am gone away,
Gone far away into the silent land;
Where you can no more hold me by the hand,
Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay.
Remember me when no more day by day
You tell me of our future that you plann’d:
Only remember me; you understand
It will be late to counsel then or pray.
Yet if you should forget me for a while
And afterwards remember, do not grieve:
For if the darkness and corruption leave
A vestige of the thoughts that once I had,
Better by far you should forget and smile
Than that you should remember and be sad.
Christina Rosetti

My thanks to Peter Boyd for all his help and knowledge, and I hope that in five
years’ s time or so, there will be a pleasing grove of trees.
Pippa Emerson
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YETHOLM MARKET CAFÉ
EVERY WEDNESDAY 10am to 2pm
Wauchope Hall, Yetholm
Professional baker Gem Partridge of Poppy’s Pantry and Jane Mason of
The Flower Barn are delighted to bring you their weekly “pop up” café.
This will take place every Wednesday in the Wauchope Hall (and in good
weather on the Town Yetholm Village Green) between 10AM and 2PM
serving coffees, cakes, bakes, homemade soup and selling beautiful locally
grown flowers, fresh and dried.
IN ADDITION…
On the penultimate Saturday of every month, we will host our FULL
MARKET CAFE (12pm until 5pm). As well as the café, local residents
are invited to “rent” a table from which to sell any of the lovely things they
make, grow, or create. The money received in “rent” will raise money for
village causes.
The first FULL MARKET (slightly confusingly, apologies) will not be on
a Saturday however but will be on THURSDAY 23rd DECEMBER – join
us for mulled wine, festive bakes and lovely crafts and gifts.
We will never charge an entrance fee; we operate like a café (where you
choose what you’d like and pay for what you have… be that a full lunch or
just a herbal tea).
These then are the upcoming dates for the rest of 2021:
Wednesday 24th November
Wednesday 1st December
Wednesday 8th December
Wednesday 15th December
Thursday 23rd December – full festive market
Please contact us for any information or for pre-ordering bakes or flowers,
or if you’d like to be involved with the markets.
Gem Partridge. Poppyspantrybakes
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“These images are not graven”
One of my little joys of the week is looking for the images to put into the
slide presentations at Yetholm. It doesn’t take too long, and there are
always rabbit holes I can slip down when something piques my interest. It
is also a chance to read the readings and look at the hymns beforehand –
it is a technique I would recommend as it gets you thinking in advance.
Although my first love will always be literature, in all its forms, I always
had and still have a great enthusiasm for the arts, be it painting, drawing,
installation or conceptual, sculpture, music (mostly classical, it has to be
said), design and so on. It’s not for nothing that with the author Alexander
McCall Smith I once proposed the SSPCS, the Scottish Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Snobs. The days of Dennis the Menace berating
you as Softy Walter just because you happen to like opera must come to an
end!
As a schoolboy I bought a partwork magazine called The Great Artists.
Issues one and two were Constable and Van Gogh. I actually bought
another similar series at the same time. When I got the last issues (I think
it went up to 100), I fell into a typical trap. Just as with Penguin Classics
in books, I reckoned that was the sum total. If Statius or Tasso or John Galt
weren’t in Penguin Classics, they de facto weren’t classics. Likewise with
art, I thought I had just ticked off “art” as a thing to do. I’d seen all the
masterpieces; time to move on to philosophy. Wrong. Secondly, the
disparity between the two collections irked me. Why was Utrillo a “Great
Artist” in one but not in another? Then I went to galleries which proved a
big mistake. Who was Carlo Crivelli or Marcel Duchamp or Samuel
Palmer or Leonora Carrington or Hokusai? This art thing was getting out
of hand. Another thing annoyed me. The paintings didn’t look like
themselves. On a visit to the Louvre, I was flabbergasted that the Mona
Lisa was smaller than posters I had seen of it.
What does this have to do with religion? Well, everything. I had arrogantly
thought that I could put up limits around what was and what was not
“great”. I thought it was a matter of going through the motions, rather than
cultivating a sense of beauty. It seemed as though if someone else said
something was good, I had just to go along with it. As I have grown older,
I have realised that there is a creative plenitude in God, a giving of so much,
that I had fallen into the folly of underestimating. That goes for people as
well as for culture. As a dear late friend once wrote in a poem, “there are
no uncomplicated people”. God is always more, always surprising, always
new.
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The scales fell from my eyes when I saw the Mark Rothko room in the Tate
Modern. I had always been slightly unimpressed – they were abstract daubs
on a page. But to walk into that room, and see how huge they were, and
how they had to be seen together, was overwhelming. That he produced
many for churches is unsurprising. But the most touching, moving thing
was learning that he tipped the canvases to make the paint run a little. The
dribbles were intentional because they showed a human hand. For us it
might be that our own messes and confusions are a sign of The Artist, The
Maker, The Creator tilting the canvas, making us see differently and notice
carefully.
Stuart Kelly

Morebattle Community Shop
We’re now past Halloween and looking towards Christmas and to
brightening up the shop through the darker days with lights and cheer.
The shelves are already being stocked up with festive goodies, tasty
morsels, and pretty coloured bottles!
It’s been a busy period for the shop with our new floor going down and the
shop being painted. It looks great, fresh, and welcoming. Thank you to all
the customers who have made lovely positive comments and put up with
all the upheaval.
We would also like to introduce our new Volunteer Co-ordinator Emma
Green to the team, welcome Emma.
Our shop wouldn’t exist without the commitment and professionalism of
our managers Pauline and Roddy and our team of volunteers and an extra
thank you to those of you who helped during the floor laying and painting
of the shop.
Over the Christmas and New Year holiday period the shop will be closed
on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th December and Saturday 1st and Sunday
2nd January. It will open on Monday 27th December and Monday 3rd
January from 8.00 am till 12 Midday only. We will, however, be opening
till 5.30 on the 6 Fridays leading up to the turn of the year. That is Friday
26th November and all the Fridays in December including Christmas Eve
and Hogmanay to let everyone get some extra local shopping done.
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The shop will also be selling gift vouchers from 22nd November which can
be given as presents or used as raffle prizes. Available in multiples of £10,
they can be redeemed for any goods in the shop over the following 12
months.
Finally, we would like to wish everyone a lovely Christmas and a happy
2022.

The Yetholm Gnomes
For those who live in Yetholm the sight of the gnomes outside Anne and
Raymond Yeomans house is something wonderful to look at every year.
This year was no different, and in fact Raymond has spent a huge amount
of time and effort into making models of the shop and pubs as well. All
this effort is in aid of the Children’s Hospice Appeal and this year at the
“big count” they had raised over £1340.
The gnomes are away to sleep for the winter months but come the Spring
of 2022 they will be back to delight all who pass by.
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Remembrance Sunday
14 November
Malachy & Hamish Primary 7
On Sunday, we represented Morebattle Primary School at the
Remembrance parade. At that beginning we were nervous and excited at
the same time.
Soon after we had gathered outside the Cross Keys, we got lined up to walk
up the street for the parade. We started to walk in the direction of the Abbey
which was very exciting. While we were walking up there, loads of people
were following us and we could hear the instruments playing in front of us.
There were also lots of soldiers and so many cameras that we could not
keep count.
Moments later we arrived at the memorial and got given a little booklet
with all the songs we were going to sing. Everywhere around the memorial
there were poppies that we thought looked great. There were two types of
poppies, there were red ones that represented all those people that had died
during WW1 and the purple ones represented all the animals that had died
during that horrible time. We went on to do our 2-minute silence and then
started to sing songs and we listened to the instruments playing and
everybody went silent. We could hear even more clearly. As that was
happening special people were taking poppy wreathes up to the memorial
such as the ex-service men, the Kelso Laddies, and the army cadets.
As time went by, we exited the memorial giving back our little booklets
and then it took a couple minutes but then we made our way back up to the
town square. Meanwhile we kept on walking up the street heading to the
Floors Castle entrance.
We had a great time experiencing this and it was a great honour to represent
our school.
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This is Yetholm Primary School’s monthly
news reporting again, starting with nursery.
During Halloween, the nursery made a spooky
corner and some green witch play dough. They
also did some spooky drama, pretending to be
zombies, and some Halloween karaoke. On
Guy Fawkes Day they celebrated by jumping
up and down pretending to be fireworks, and
they learnt about fire safety.
Moving on from nursery, we have an all-school
activity, wild Wednesday, where we do lots of fun activities such as
making model animals out of clay, hunting for bugs, making s’mores and
building hibernation dens.
For Remembrance Day, P5-7 have been making silhouettes of soldiers,
paper poppies and painting on Flanders Fields poems. They also did a
two-minute silence. P5-7 have written poems about witches and poems
about Autumn. They have also started a new topic on history, the 14th
century. They have been learning a bit of French.
P1-4 have been planting cress seeds as an experiment to see how they
grow. They have also been learning about owlets, building towers, and
doing addition.
Morebattle and Hownam Guild.
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‘Whose we are and Whom we serve.’

Malawi Fruits stall at a local market.
Over the last three years the Church of Scotland Guild raised £551,000 for
special projects. This was increased by £87,000 by the United Nations
match funding for Malawi Fruits giving a final total of £683,000, a
considerable sum for a single organisation in a small country. Our Guild
supported this project for the full three years partly because of this matched
funding but also mindful of the long-standing relationship of our Guilds
with churches in Malawi. As our session has only started, we thought that
you might be interested in a brief update on how much of this money has
been used.
Although fieldworkers report that it has been a strange year with the
pandemic shaping their lives in so many ways, they reflect that much has
been achieved. An increasing number of farmers are being trained and
supported in new projects.
Ecclesiastes tells us: “There’s a time to plant and a time to harvest”.
Workers are finding that that time is now. Planting and harvesting are
happening simultaneously in the new polytunnels erected recently. This
has been their vision – to get to a point where growers can have a yearround income. Traditional harvest once each year, often failing, meant
many lean years. Staggering the planting in the polytunnel, mainly done by
women, can ensure that they have something to sell each and every
month. What a tremendous help to the family budget!
One real achievement was a tunnel cared for by prisoners at Mzuzu jail.
When the tomatoes were taken to Shoprite Supermarket, it was a proud
moment for these men who had learnt new skills and had grown some of
the best produce. Money from the sales is being used to improve welfare.
Another milestone was reached in September. The 400th future pump, a
solar irrigation pump, was installed. These are robust, reliable machines.
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(Future pump, a social enterprise group, have just increased their full parts
and labour warranty to a staggering 10 years!) These are used in the fields
to pump water to tanks and also to feed a drip irrigation system for
polytunnels. They plan to erect 45 polytunnels over the next two years and
to increase the number of future pumps and chill stores. The chilled storage
units are powered by solar panels and batteries. This allows pumps and
polytunnels to be clustered around the chill stores so that produce can be
chilled as soon as it is harvested, keeping it fresher for longer before it is
sold on. This added technology can save up to 30% on crop losses, giving
a further boost to household incomes.

The quality of the tomatoes is becoming famous in Mzuzu.
Although we may be a tiny Guild, it is comforting to know that our small
contribution has had such a great impact in helping to support so many
people to improve their living conditions and to increase their feeling of
self-esteem. They take a real pride in their achievements, rightly so. Anne
Brown.
With everyone who has supported our Guild coffee mornings, I share a
quote from a recent letter from field workers in Malawi.
“It seems so amazing to us that, in the midst of such global turmoil, we
have achieved so much. We are so grateful to all our supporters without
whom this just would not be possible. Thank you.”
A tale for the wee ones.
Long long ago and faraway across the ocean, in a land called Mexico, a
young girl called Maria lived with her little brother Manuel. They lived
with their grandparents as their parents had died. Although they did not
have very much money, they were very happy.
On Christmas Eve each year the children of the village would walk up the
valley to the little chapel on the hill to take their gifts to the baby in the
crib. Manuel was so excited when he was now old enough to go for the
first time. Grandmother was helping Maria to embroider a little
handkerchief. Manuel was sad that he did not have a present. He loved to
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whittle wood so Grandfather suggested that he could carve a little toy. They
chose a piece of wood and had soon made a little donkey.
When Manuel said that it was not good enough, Grandfather told him that
even a little gift, given with love, would be appreciated.
When the afternoon finally arrived, the children hurried to join the
procession going up the valley to the chapel. The path was rough. There
were so many children rushing along that Manuel stumbled several times.
He suddenly realised that the donkey was not in his pocket. When Maria
said that they could not turn back as it would probably be broken, Manuel
cried and sat down by the edge of the path. Maria suddenly remembered
what grandfather had said. She told her brother that they should pick some
wildflowers and wrap them in her little handkerchief. Some of the village
children laughed saying that they were only weeds and not a good present.
Next morning all the villagers set off to go to the Christmas Service. What
a surprise they had when they saw the rocky canyon covered with beautiful
red star shaped flowers. They said that it was a Christmas Miracle.
To this day, these beautiful flowers cover the hillsides in Mexico. They call
them Flores de Noche Buena (Flowers of the Holy Night).
They only grow indoors in Scotland. We know them as Poinsettias.

Look out for these at Christmas time.
Using Your Talents with the Crafternooners!
At the beginning of November, we were delighted to start up once again in
Yetholm Kirk. There was plenty of room for us to spread around one of
the big round tables and catch up on what we had been doing since last we
met. One member, whose grandchild was born that very day, is now proud
grandmother to a toddler – time flies! Our numbers are steadily growing,
and there is stitching and knitting in full swing, including a ‘knitting clinic’
if anyone is getting into difficulties? We would be very happy to welcome
more crafty people to our happy gatherings, which happen on Mondays
from 2-4pm.
Yetholm Guild
On October 24th we marked Guild Sunday with a Service in which several
of our members took part, looking at the overall theme for the next three
years, ‘Look Forward in Faith’, and then focusing on this year’s topic,
“Lights and Bushels”, as well as outlining the Guild’s projects for the next
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three years. We certainly will be looking forward in faith – the only way
to approach the future when things are so uncertain and ‘fluid’ is to keep
our eyes ‘fixed on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith’ (Hebrews
12, v 2). We had such plans for the Guild a couple of years ago…. and
now we’re starting to explore new possibilities.
We do apologise to members who, due to a breakdown in communication,
turned up for a meeting which didn’t happen in late October! The good
news is that we’re planning a meeting for December 7th (not the end of
November as you might have expected). We’re hoping to celebrate the
festival of St. Lucia, which actually occurs a few days later, on the 13th. St
Lucia’s Day is an important festival in Scandinavia because it celebrates
the theme of ‘Light’ at a time of year which is approaching its darkest days.
Please come along and enjoy saffron buns, gingerbread, some singing, and
maybe see a re-enactment of St Lucia herself visiting us.

Jim Storie’s Recipe for Waterproofing
The Exhibition by Yetholm History Society back in the summer based on
the diaries of George and Jim Storie, shepherds in the Upper Bowmont
valley, was hugely successful, and work continues on transcribing the
remaining diaries, which give such a fascinating insight into the
shepherding year in the first half of the 20th century – not just the grueling
seasonal demands, but also the social interaction of neighbours and
visitors, from Whist Drives and occasional Church Services to the annual
killing of each home’s pig…. Considering the current fresh appreciation
of the need to recycle whatever we can and should, here is Jim Storie’s
recipe from the back pages of his 1942 diary:
Linseed oil, raw
1 quart
Beeswax
6oz
Spirits of Turpentine
4oz
Burgundy Pitch
1oz
Melt the wax and oil together and dissolve the pitch in turpentine. Pour
both into a jar and place in a saucepan with water. Boil and stir until well
mixed. Being very inflammable beware of fire getting near it. J.S.
In the land that Health and Safety had scarcely visited, Jim’s warning
would have been sufficient for his readers to heed, but perhaps today’s
readers should be exhorted not to try this at home!
PS Does anyone know what Burgundy Pitch is?
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Church Diary
December
Thursday 2nd – Morebattle Guild Lunch in Templehall Hotel at 12.00 for
12.30pm
Tuesday 7th – Yetholm Guild at 2pm in Yetholm Church
Thursday 16th – Blue Christmas Service Morebattle at 3.30pm.
Friday 24th – Service at Hownam 6pm
Watchnight Service at Linton – 11.30pm.
Saturday 25th – Joint Service Morebattle 10am
Sunday 26th – Joint Service Yetholm at 11am
January
Thursday 6th – Morebattle Guild in Morebattle Institute at 2.00pm
February
Thursday 3rd– Morebattle Guild in Morebattle Institute at 2.00pm
March
Thursday 3rd - Morebattle Guild in Morebattle Institute at 2.00pm
Friday 4th – World Day of Prayer.
Saturday 26th – Morebattle Guild Coffee Morning in Morebattle Institute
at 10.30am
Dates for diary
December
Saturday 4th– Clic Sargeant Coffee Morning in Morebattle Institute at
10.30am.
Saturday 4th – Yetholm Film Night – Downton Abbey (PG) 7pm in
Wauchope Hall. Entry £6.
Sunday 5th– Morebattle Switch-on of Tree Lights with Carols at 6.30pm.
Wednesday 8th– Morebattle SWI Christmas Meal in Templehall Hotel at
7pm.
January
Saturday 8th – Yetholm Film Night – Wild Rose (15) 7pm in Wauchope
Hall. Entry £6.
Wednesday 12th– Morebattle SWI in Morebattle Institute at 7.15pm.
Kelso Men’s Shed will give an Update.
Tuesday 18th – Kalewater Community Council at 7pm Morebattle
Institute.
Thursday 27th – National Theatre – Leopoldstadt by Tom Stoppard. 7pm
in Wauchope Hall. Entry £12.
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February
Tuesday 1st – Yetholm History Society – Andrew Blythe and the Yetholm
Kirk Windows. A.G.M. Venue TBC. 7.30pm
Saturday 5th Yetholm Film Night – Emma (PG). 7pm in Wauchope Hall.
Entry £6.
Wednesday 9th – Morebattle SWI in Morebattle Institute at 7.15pm.
Sweet Treats with Desert Diva.
Thursday 17th – National Theatre Live – The Book of Dust – Le Belle
Sauvage. 7pm in Wauchope Hall. Entry £12.
Saturday 12th – Morebattle Games Coffee Morning in Morebattle Village
Hall at 10.30am
Tuesday 15th– Kalewater Community Council at 7pm in Morebattle
Institute
March
Tuesday 1st – Dugie McInnes – Lumps, Bumps and Fairytales. Venue
TBC. 7.30pm.
Saturday 5th – Yetholm Film Night – On the basis of Sex (12A). 7pm in
Wauchope Hall. Entry £6.
Wednesday 9th– Morebattle SWI in Morebattle Institute at 7.15pm.
History of the Winfield Bear.
Saturday 12th– Morebattle in Bloom Coffee Morning at 10.30am in
Morebattle Institute
Tuesday 15th – Kalewater Community Council at 7pm in Morebattle
Institute.
Thursday 17th – Hex a new musical based on Sleeping Beauty. 7pm in
Wauchope Hall. Entry £12.
Saturday March 26th – Acoustic Beatles and Eagles Live Music Concert.
Wauchope Hall 7.30pm. Entry £10.
Morebattle Badminton Club Monday at 7pm in Morebattle Village Hall
Light Exercise Class every Wednesday 10.30 –11.30am in Morebattle
Village Hall.
Morebattle Bowling Club every Friday at 6pm in Morebattle Village
Hall.
Yetholm Badminton Club meets on a Tuesday in Wauchope Hall from
1.30 – 3pm.
Yetholm Bowling Club meets every Monday and Friday in Wauchope
Hall afternoon and evening sessions.
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COP26 is over – time to draw breath and consider all that was said and
the words of the agreement and where it fell short and promises made.
There is much to take in and plenty of opportunity, especially for those
on-line to listen again to the spoken words and there will be reams of
print. For me the highlight was the 8-minute speech by Mia Mottley
from Barbados who spoke so clearly and with such passion on what is
facing the planet. She spoke especially for the many low-lying islands
and areas where the ravages of climate change have caused serious
problems for decades. Adrian Shaw, until recently the climate change
officer for the Church of Scotland and was to speak to Yetholm Guild last
year, walked for a few days with pilgrims from Sweden and Germany and
enjoyed their company, enthusiasm, and positivity along with all the
many others who gathered outside the COP venue. Some of us followed
the Young Christian Climate Network as they walked from Cornwall to
Glasgow. Adrian found the atmosphere inside the venue in the Blue
Zone very different and disturbing. Giving his first impressions of events
he writes in his blog: “visiting the Blue Zone where delegates and
diplomats gather was like going to a huge corporate trade fair with
governments from around the world vying with each other to present
themselves and their carbon cutting credentials in the best possible light.”
And he goes on the mention the commercial sponsorship and advertising
and media expertise. Mia Mottley begged leaders to lead but it still
seems to me that leadership will have to come even more from below
especially from the younger generations. The Eco-congregation website
has links to some of the events and the Fair Trade Foundation features
interviews with farmers from around the world some of whom were able
to attend the conference fringe events either in person or by video.
Christian Aid, which has been active in climate crisis issues for many
years will this Christmas feature South Sudan and the situation that exits
in so many places of no water or dirty water. Conflict is another burden
countries like South Sudan must contend with and conflict so often
happens because of the effects of climate change. Why not celebrate
Christmas with a glass of clean water and a gift for those who have little to
celebrate by going to caid.orguk/christmas and making a donation.
Trish Gentry

Register
Deaths: James (Jimmy)Thomson
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The editorial team would like to thank all of you who have
contributed articles, photographs, and information for this edition of
The Cheviot.
At the present time all events and groups continue to remain in
limbo. The Halls in our areas are slowly and carefully reopening for
limited activities – contact your local Hall for further information.
Deadline
Please submit articles (including photographs) for the next edition of
The Cheviot to a member of the editorial team by Friday 25th March
2022
j.stewart134@btinternet.com, johnmabon431@btinternet.com
anne.scottbrown@btinternet.com

Interested in Joining our Team?
Staff Vacancy
We are looking for an additional staff member to join our team on a
temporary basis. Working as part of a rota system, with the support of
volunteers, you will gain experience of all aspects of the shop from
morning papers and serving staff to assisting with stock management and
making rolls!
This is a temporary part-time position, between 10-15 hours each week for
3 months. The work includes some early mornings and weekends, and
applicants must be over 18 as we sell alcohol and tobacco. Training will be
given.
Volunteers
We are always looking for volunteers to work on the shop floor as well as
those who might be interested in supporting ‘backroom’ activities. If you
have a few hours every week or only once a month we would love to hear
from you.
If you are interested in the above opportunities, please send us an email at
yetholmcommunityshop@gmail.com or drop a note in to the shop. If you
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would like to spend an hour or two in the shop before making a decision,
we can arrange this!
We look forward to hearing from you,
YCLS Management Committee
NEWS FROM MOREBATTLE
It’s good we are starting to return to near normal within the village.
Morebattle Institute has held various Coffee Mornings adhering to Covid
Regulations. The SWI have held their monthly meetings with a Bingo and
Chat night, Lynne from Beirhope Alpacas, and their AGM.
Morebattle & Hownam Guild have also held their monthly meetings with
Rev Colin Johnston giving a talk on the guild theme “Look Forward in
Faith” and Debbie Brown gave an account of her memories through music,
songs from the past and well-known hymns.
Kalewater Community Council meetings has also returned instead of
virtually.
Morebattle Village Hall sees the return of Badminton on Monday evenings,
Light Exercise Class on Wednesday mornings and Indoor Bowls on Friday
evening. Saturday Coffee Mornings have again been held. We also hosted
a very enjoyable live music event with a Ready Steady 60s Show by Gus
Boyd and Band recently.
Both the Village Hall and the Institute have had new kitchens fitted during
lockdown. The Institute is now in the process of applying for Grant
Funding to replace the Roof which is “nail sick”.
Morebattle Recreation Ground Archaeological Dig was carried out in May
by Clyde Archaeology with the help of local volunteers and the Primary
School children. Six trenches were opened by local digger driver Jock
Bryce, under Steven and David the Archaeologists’ guidance we examined
for anomalies, took drawings, photographs etc. over a period of five days.
Clyde Archaeology submitted our findings to Scottish Borders Council
Archaeological team, and we are pleased to announce that no further
investigations are required. We will now move on to develop the field for
the benefit of all the Community.
Catherine Mabon
ORGANIST NEEDED
The post of organist at Yetholm Kirk will shortly become vacant. This
would be for weekly services on a Sunday morning at 10am and also for
occasional services such as funerals and weddings. Anyone who is a
competent pianist would be able to play this organ.
If you are interested, please get in touch either with Rev. Colin or with
Susan Stewart, our Session Clerk.
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Jumpers to Lebanon
Over the pandemic period, the knitters of Morebattle have been busy
knitting multicoloured jumpers and scarves and little blankets. In the past,
the knitwear has gone to South Africa, but this year it is going to help
Syrian refugees in Lebanon. Edinburgh Direct Aid support Syrian refugees
in Arsal, a town in the mountains of Eastern Lebanon, where there are
estimated to be 60,000 refugees. The mountains can be very cold, so the
knitwear will be especially appreciated. EDA is also involved in supporting
a school there, and pencils and pens etc are always needed. Colin will make
an appeal for clothes and school equipment in the New Year.
Congratulations to the knitters.

The Road Home
On the road we look for healing,
Wounded deep in mind and soul.
You have walked the road before us.
You alone can make us whole.
We the broken-hearted people.
Broken in our minds and souls,
Broken in our lives and bodies
You alone can make us whole.
On the road we find a welcome,
On the road a touch of grace,
On the road we find those outstretched arms
And we find ourselves on the road back home.
Garth Hewitt

30

Cheviot Churches Elders and Districts
Leslie Thomson

West of Morebattle, Eckford and Crailing.

Jenny Flannigan

Main Street, Heughhead and Renwick Gardens
Morebattle.

George Lees

Mainsfield Avenue, Morebattle Mains and
Whitton.

Anne Brown

Kale Valley and Hownam.

Brian Kelly

Linton

Trish Gentry

Bowmont Valley.

Graeme Watson

Woodbank Road, Braeside Road, Cheviot Road.

Pippa Emerson

Grafton Road to Mission, Grafton Bank, Main
St from Old Manse to Cheviot Place, The
Crescent, Duncanhaugh and Hayhope

John Thompson

Grafton Corner, Yewtree Lane, Road and Bank to
Romany House

Susan Stewart

Deanfield Place, Court, Road and Bank.
Back Lane and Dairy Wood.

Stuart Kelly

School to butcher and Dow Brae, Morebattle Road
from top to Cheviot Place.

Carol Butler

Kirk Yetholm Village and Halterburn.

Arthur Bates

The Yett, Shotton, Yetholm Mains and Harelaw.

Ann Harvey

Hoselaw, Cherrytrees, Lochside, Lochside farms
and cottages, Old Graden, Graden, Hoselaw.

Simon Oldham

Mainhouse, Bankhead and Linton Hill.

David Lang

Teapot Street and Bank. Thimble Lane.

Jimmy Fleming

Kelso (part)

Alan Calvert

Kelso (part)

Debbie Brown

Postal.
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Church Services
Please see notices for opening times for private prayer and reflection.
Yetholm every Sunday at 10.00 a.m.
Morebattle every Sunday at 11.15 a.m. except
1st Sunday when we meet at Linton.
Hownam is now irregular. Please check notices.
Hoselaw is open for private devotion at all times and hosts occasional services.
Prayer Service will be held in Linton Church at 6.30pm. All Welcome.

Cheviot Churches: Church of Scotland
(Charity No SCOO3O23)
Minister:
Rev. Colin Johnston
The Manse (formerly The Old Police House)
Main Street, Morebattle, TD5 8QG
Phone No. 07492705275 or 01573440539
Email revcdj60@gmail.com
Session Clerk:
Susan Stewart, 22 The Yett Kirk Yetholm, Kelso TD5 8PL
Tel: 01573420231 Email: j.stewart134@btinternet.com
Treasurer:
Brian Kelly, The Haven, 5 Morebattle Road, Town Yetholm, Kelso TD5 8RL
Tel: 01573 420221 E mail: bjkelly@uwclub.net
Safeguarding Co-Ordinator:
Heather Freeland – Cook 01573 420480
Roll Keeper:
Pippa Emerson 01573420279
Committee Convenors:
Mission and Outreach: Elizabeth Watson 01573 420602
Children and Youth Ministry Team: Graeme Watson 01573 420602
Ways and Means with Stewardship: Rae Redpath 01573 420451
Worship Committee: Rev. Colin Johnston 01573 440539
www.cheviot churches.org
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