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Prayer Corner  

 

2025 - A Summer Blessing 

May you walk with God 
This summer 
In whatever you do 
Wherever you go 
 
Walking with God means... 
Walking with honesty 
And with courage, 
Walking with love 
And respect 
And concern for the feelings of others 
 
May you talk to God 
This summer 
And every day and 
In every situation 
 
Talking with God means... 
Praying words of praise 
For the beauty of creation 
Saying prayers of thanks 
For friends and good times, 
Asking God's help 
In all your decisions 
Expressing sorrow 
When you have failed 
 
May you talk with God 
Every day. Amen. 
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From the Manse 
 
Dear Friends, 
It was a Tuesday in mid-June, and I was making my way to Holy Island 
for a meeting. From the A1 junction across the causeway and onto the 
island it was nose-to-tail traffic, including several big coaches. The streets 
were filled with tourists, and the coffee shops were doing a roaring trade. 
Good for the village economy, but somewhat overwhelming if you wanted 
some peace and quiet. 
The summer is a time for travel, and travel can be exciting, as we explore 
new places, have new experiences and discover new cultures. But travel 
can also be frustrating, especially when flights or ferries are delayed or ring 
roads and motorways at a standstill. Cities like Venice have taken a stand 
against over-tourism which, having lived in Edinburgh at Festival time, I 
can well understand. 
Of course, for many people travel is not just an option but a necessity. 
People are fleeing wars or oppression, hunger and poverty. It has always 
been thus, and there are stories in the Bible of people on the move, from 
Abraham and Sarah heading off into the unknown to the Israelites fleeing 
Pharaoh’s oppression while Ruth and Naomi fled hunger hoping for a 
better life. In the New Testament Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to 
Egypt to escape from Herod’s oppression. The message of the Bible is very 
strong - to look after the stranger and the vulnerable and offer sympathy 
and support.  
The Church too is on a journey. On the Sunday after Easter, Cheviot 
Churches voted to be linked with Kelso Old and Sprouston, who also voted 
in favour. This means that I am now minister of Kelso Old and Sprouston 
as well as Cheviot Churches. It has meant that the times of our services 
have had to change, with the Morebattle service brought forward to 10am 
every Sunday, and I now alternate, preaching in Yetholm one week and 
Morebattle the next. At the same time, we held meetings at Hownam and 
Linton, both churches being on the B List for ‘disposal’, which we will 
progress with over the summer.  
All these changes have inevitably caused a lot of pain and upset.  It is 
always difficult when we face change. However, we have risen to the 
challenge, and I have been heartened by the attendances at worship, we 
look forward to developing a close relationship with our friends from Kelso 
Old and Sprouston, as we journey forward together. 
Remember those journeying along the St Cuthbert’s Way this summer and 
be ready to interact with them. The BBC ‘Pilgrimage’ series is going to be 
focusing on St Cuthbert’s Way in the autumn, so look out for some celebs. 
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Whatever you do during the summer, I hope it will be a time to relax and 
recharge, to switch off phones and email and share time with family and 
friends. Have a lovely summer. 
Peace and grace 
Colin 
 
Songs of Praise 
We are holding a Songs of Praise on Kirk Yetholm Green on Sunday 24th 
August at 6pm.  
Come along and enjoy singing some of your favourite hymns. 
 
Kelso Churches Together 
In the past Kelso Churches Together had a tea tent at the Border Union 
Show. This year we have decided to do something different and for four 
Saturdays mornings during the summer, we will have a gazebo at the 
Square in Kelso with fun activities, especially for children. So come along 
on 5th and 26th July and 9, 16th August between 10am - 1pm. 
There will also be a Songs of Praise with the Jedforest Band at Kelso 
Square on Sunday 28th September at 2.30pm. 
 
 
Letter to the Editor 

Dear all, 

Having come to the end of my last copy of the Cheviot and reading about 
the notion of a 'letters to the editor' section I thought I would do exactly as 
instructed and write in.  

I wanted to extend a heartfelt thank you to Colin and the wider 
congregation and community for the kind messages I have received since 
announcing my move (professionally) to East Lothian. My move is one 
filled with opportunity- the school is brand new so I'm being trusted to start 
everything from scratch (recruitment, branding, policy, ethos...). The 
lessons learned over my near 10 years leading learning here as either 
teacher or headteacher will set me up in good stead I'm sure for what's to 
come.  

My letter might not be filled with war time hints and tips but perhaps I 
could suggest that hard work and effort pay off; never give up on following 
your dreams and pursuing what you want from life. Things do not just 
happen; we must often carve out our own path through life. When times 
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are hard it often serves as a reminder that hope is the agent that drives 
change.  

I'm never far from the villages and look forward to hearing what's 
happening and catching up with people over the coming months. 

Jamie Wilson 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to Christian Aid Week by delivering 
envelopes or donating.  The total collected in the envelopes was £835.55.  
There are now many other ways of donating but as we are supposed to be 
moving towards a cashless society, I found it interesting to note that 75% 
of the envelope donations were cash.  I want to take this opportunity to 
thank supporters not just for this year but for the over 30 years I have been 
organising not just Christian Aid Week but especially in earlier years other 
fundraising efforts.  Although I will continue to support the organisation 
on a personal level, I have decided that now is the time for me to give up 
the organisational role.  I would like to think that someone will take up the 
baton and that the area supported by Cheviot Churches will continue to 
support the excellent work done by Christian Aid by prayer and action. 
Trish Gentry 
 
Eco-congregation Scotland recently held their annual get together to 
which I zoomed in.  Cheviot Churches is a member of this ecumenical 
organisation though nothing much happens here.  It was interesting to hear 
what other groups around the country are doing and have achieved and 
news and info can be found on their website.  Sound quality was not always 
good, but I gained much information from two of the guest speakers.  The 
first was from Pilgrimage Routes Across Scotland (not a religious body) 
www.sprf.org.uk with which some of us are already familiar because of St 
Cuthbert’s Way. Use of all routes is increasing with media interest and 
international connections.  In   Scandinavia and Germany there are 
pilgrimage pastors and in the north of Scotland a virtual pilgrimage of St 
Magnus way has been devised to enable non walkers to join in.  
Accommodation is becoming more of an issue on popular routes with a 
demand for hostel/bunk house facilities and some ‘redundant’ churches 
have proved suitable for this. There is a network of voluntary 
accommodation providers.  The second guest speaker from Scotland’s 
Churches Trust spoke about the future of our heritage buildings and the 
support that could be had from various bodies and linked in with some of 
the first talk and warned us to be aware of even the little things we have 

http://www.sprf.org.uk/
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before it is lost.   None of this is new to many of us but several examples 
from Border churches were mentioned including a plaque in Roxburgh 
Church concerning the Edinburgh Merchant Company – how and why is 
the question asked. 
 
Unused and unwanted tiles.  Have you any lurking in your loft or garage? 
Hot into my inbox from Holy Island is a request for just these items.  Work 
on the grounds and building at the St Cuthbert’s centre includes doing 
something with the old blocked up doorway where previous artwork has 
weathered away.  The plan is to create a mosaic and there is a suggested 
design, but the final one will depend on donated material.  I can forward 
the details to anyone interested. 
 
Trish Gentry 
 
Oil Club Details 
Expansion of group membership - The group is now open to the 
personal residences of your congregation and your churches wider 
community too. 

Please spread the word and anyone that is interested in joining can send 
an email asking for an application form to claire@argyleuk.com or 
telephone Hugh or Claire on 07760 446262 to request an application form 
to take part.  

You can now view prices by going to our web page  www.argyle-
energy.co.uk 

Click on Oil Group (located at the top of the home page) 

Scroll down until you see a box on the right-hand side which says 

See Current Oil Prices (Members Access Only) 

Click on this box 

In the box password enter energyuser 

Now press enter 

It will take you to the page Scottish Churches Oil Group – Fuel 
Prices 

Scroll down the page and you will see the prices 

mailto:claire@argyleuk.com
http://www.argyle-energy.co.uk/
http://www.argyle-energy.co.uk/
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Goodbye and Goodluck Mr. Wilson  
Our final term in Morebattle and Yetholm Primary Schools has been one 
of big changes as we said goodbye to Mr. Wilson. Mr. Wilson became 

our head teacher in January 2020 and after just over 5 amazing years he is 
moving on to a brand-new primary school in East Lothian, Craighall 

Primary. Both of our schools decided to give Mr. Wilson send offs that 
included children, staff, parents and the community. It was lovely to see 

so many people come to say farewell and good luck to him.  
 

Hello and Welcome to Mrs. Finn 
Mrs. Finn, who will also continue to be head teacher of Sprouston 

Primary School, is now head teacher of Morebattle and Yetholm Primary 
Schools. Mrs. Finn comes with years of experience working within small 

schools. We all welcome Mrs. Finn to our schools and community and 
are looking forward to the adventures ahead in our summer term. 
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We’ve had a very busy term so far and the summer 
holidays are fast approaching. Primary 1-2 went down 
to the Kale River with Ben from the Tweed 
Foundation for two sessions. 
The first session was to look at 
minibeasts that lived in the 
river. We discovered that the 
Kale is a healthy river because it 
has lots of little creatures living 
in it. The second session, Ben 

brought his electro fishing kit, and we were able to 
capture, study and release lots of young fish. All 
children (and staff) were fascinated. Many thanks to 
Ben.  

This term’s project for Primary 3-5 has been 
Enterprise. They have been learning about money, 
profit and loss. They designed products, made posters 
and created things. Some people made their own 
logos too. They sold their products to parents, people 
in the school and some people from the village. They 

raised £186.01 (and 3 euros) and are hoping to go out for a special lunch 
before the end of term. 
Primary 6-7 are almost finished their John Muir Mission Explore. A big 
part of this has been walking from Melrose to Yetholm along St 
Cuthbert’s Way. They have enjoyed paddling in the River Tweed, 
receiving ice lollies from a very kind 
parent, learning about Cessford 
Castle and having lunch in the 
woods. On the first three walks the 
weather was very kind but on the 
second last walk they got absolutely 
soaked. They are hoping to each 
receive the John Muir award for 
doing at least 30 hours outdoor 
activities learning to explore, 
conserve and discover.  
 



The Cheviot  
	

9	

	
	

This term is often a favourite term for our children and staff and despite 
an HMIE inspection in June we have still managed some adventures.  
 
ELC did a sponsored colour run in May raising £700. They 
had amazing support from their families as well as local 
businesses including the Plough and Border in Yetholm and 
the Queens in Kelso. These businesses kindly collected 
sponsors for them. It was great to see families all having fun 
together. We couldn’t have done this without our wonderful 
parents. The sun was shining, and we had lots of fun.  

P1-2 has a super day out in 
Kelso at the start of June. 
They visited the fire station learning 
how you become a fire fighter, the kinds 
of jobs that fire fighters do and got to 
explore the fire engine. They then 
visited the ambulance station and 

learning all about what paramedics do. Oxygen levels and heart rates 
were good much to the relief of staff. A play in the park rounded off their 
day. 
 
On Tuesday 3rd June 2025, Primary 3-7 set 
off on an adventure up Staerough. It was a 
real ‘wow’ moment when the children saw 
Yetholm from the top. The children were 
supportive of each other throughout, 
especially when it was steep. As anyone who 
has been up Staerough will know, it’s almost 
always windy up there but on this day, it was 
especially windy and an amazing sight and 
sound with 20 children at the top leaning 
into the wind squealing.  
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Kale Water 
 
Far away from the dark city’s bustle and throng, 
The mavis is singing his summer day song, 
The woodpecker chirps at the foot of the hill, 
Where the waters are laving the side of the mill; 
And Nature rejoices deep down in the vale 
Where glides the sweet river, the dear river Kale. 
 
Softly o’er pebbles it glances and gleams, 
And sparkles like gems in the summer sunbeams 
And here and there murmuring, faintly and low, 
As onward unruffled its waters do flow; 
Now gliding by homestead, by meadow, and vale, 
The sweet little river, the dear river Kale. 
 
Now down through the mead that the daisies adorn, 
It glances and gleams in the midst of the corn, 
By moorland and fallow, by upland and lea, 
It glides on its silvery course down to the sea 
Enlivening the landscape, enriching the vale, 
The sweet little river, the dear river Kale. 
 
The coot and the swallow skim over its stream, 
And deep in the silent pools spotted trout teem; 
The blackbird is singing his carol at noon, 
On its tree-covered banks in the gay month of June; 
The lambkins are frisking o’er meadow and vale, 
Where glides the sweet river, the dear river Kale. 
 
Glide softly, thou river, by dell and by down, 
Encircling the flowery meads far from the town: 
Thy ripple is music, thy murmur is song, 
And gladsome to me as the summer day long; 
Flow slowly through moorland, through meadow and vale, 
Thou sweet little river, thou dear river Kale. 
 
James Logie Hercus (c.1848 – 1885) 
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The Birdbath nieces are very fond of singing, and music in general. 
Back in early May the Yetholm Village Choir presented a concert in St 
Andrew's, Kelso, which included the wartime standard, 'A Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square '. Following the performance, one of the nieces, 
complete with compulsory audience member, returned home to Yetholm 
with fish'n'chips to eat in the garden in the evening sunshine. There was a 
loud, even strident, bird singing in the overgrown thicket behind the wall, 
yelling at the top of his voice for more than an hour, and we couldn’t 
identify it, as we don't have that marvellous app that does all that for you. 
But eventually we realised that it might indeed be a nightingale! We just 
weren't used to hearing one so close at hand....   A few fields and a valley 
lends enchantment to the song. At that time of year, the male arrives from 
the south ahead of the female and must sing loudly to inform her of his 
whereabouts. Of course, he had hidden himself well within the bushes, 
but finally, having finished his concert (albeit not in Berkeley Square), he 
hopped up onto a tree in full view before taking off in the direction of 
Cherrytrees. 
 
Yes, it was definitely that small, nondescript brown bird making such a 
clamour! His recitals ceased after a few days, so we hope this means that 
he was happily paired up for the season - or had he moved on to fresh 
woods and pastures new? It was an inspiring end to a memorable day, 
such is the effect of this small creature on those who hear it. 
 
How amazing it is, that an unremarkable little bird has made such an 
impact on the world's great cultures! For thousands of years the humble 
nightingale has inspired music and literature. Maybe there are no great 
paintings portraying this dowdy subject, but poetry, opera, ballet and 
drama have all been created in response to its song. Even one of the 
BBC's first outside broadcasts recorded it singing with Beatrice 
Harrison's cello in leafiest Surrey!  
 
King David, in the Book of Psalms, says, 'with singing lips my mouth 
will praise you'. In the night he says to God, 'I sing in the shadow of your 
wings' (Psalm 63). Big, showy birds often have croaks and squawks for 
voices. Let's hear it for dull inconspicuous beings, feathered or not, who 
bring beauty to this world.  
 
We have to end with John Keats' Ode:  'Adieu! Adieu! Thy plaintive 
anthem fades Past the near meadow, over the still stream, Up the hillside; 
and now 'tis buried deep in the next valley -glades...... Fled is that music: - 
Do I wake or sleep?' 
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Dates for diary 
 
July 
Monday 7th – Yetholm Festival annual post Festival “Greetin’ Meeting at 
7.30pm in Youth Hall. 
Thursday 10th – Morebattle Senior Citizens Trip to Musselburgh, 
leaving top of Village 1pm. 
Tuesday 15th   - Kalewater Community Council in the Institute at 7pm. 
Saturday 19th – Kalewater Community Company - Recreation Ground 
Strawberry Themed Tea in Village Hall at 10.30am. 
Saturday 19th – Kelso Laddie Ride to Yetholm. Arrives in village 
approx. 11.30am. 
Tuesday 29th – Yetholm and District Community Council meet at 7pm in 
Youth Hall. 
 
August 
Sunday 3rd - Friday 8th August – Morebattle Festival Week (various 
events) 
Saturday 9th – Morebattle Games at The Tofts at1pm  
Tuesday 19th – Kalewater Community Council in the Institute at 7pm. 
Tuesday 26th – Yetholm and District Community Council meet at 7pm in 
Youth Hall. 
 
September 
Monday 1st – Yetholm Festival Update Meeting at 7.30pm in Youth 
Hall. 
Wednesday 3rd – Fortnightly Quiz Nights resume in Plough Hotel at 
8pm. Proceeds to various groups throughout the season. 
Thursday 4th – National Theatre Live Broadcast of “Inter Alia” at 7pm 
in Wauchope Hall. Entry £12. 
Wednesday 10th – Morebattle SWI in the Institute at 7.15pm.  Helen 
Moffat – Power of Attorney.  Competitions Piggy Bank & Mocktail. 
Saturday 13th – Film Nights resume in Wauchope Hall at 7pm with 
screening of “Conclave” (12A). Entry £6. 
Sunday 14th– Morebattle Tattie Day – Big 6 Competition & Tattie in 
Bucket Competition.  
Tuesday 16th – Kalewater Community Council in the Institute at 7pm. 
Friday 19th – Bingo Night at 7pm in Wauchope Hall. Proceeds to Seniors 
Christmas Supper. 
Saturday 20th – Morebattle Flower Show in Village Hall doors open 
3pm. 
Saturday 27th – Macmillan Coffee Morning at 10.30am in Wauchope 
Hall. 
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Tuesday 30th – Yetholm and District Community Council meet at 7pm in 
Youth Hall. 
 
Regular Activities in Morebattle and Hownam 
Fitness Class every Sunday 7pm-8pm in Village Hall  
Tea Club every Tuesday from 2pm in Morebattle Institute.   All welcome 
Light Exercise Class every Wednesday 10.30 –11.30am in Morebattle 
Village Hall. 
Morebattle Camera Club – Monthly 1st Wednesday of each month at 7pm 
in Morebattle Institute.   
Pilates every Thursday 7 – 7.45pm in Village Hall 
Towford Rural meet on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Bowling Every Wednesday in Hownam Hall at 7.30pm. 
 
Regular Activities in Yetholm 
Eddies’ Gentle Exercise Class every Monday in Youth Hall 11 – 12noon. 
Indoor Bowls every Monday in Wauchope Hall 2 – 4.30pm and 7 – 
9.30pm. 
Craft Group meet every Monday in Yetholm Church from 2 – 4pm. 
Season ends on June 30th and will resume on Monday 1st September. 
All Welcome. 
Coffee in Yetholm Church every Tuesday from 10.30 – 12noon. All 
Welcome. 
Badminton every Tuesday in Wauchope Hall 1.30 – 3pm. 
Eddies’ Fitness every Tuesday in Wauchope Hall 6.30 – 7.30pm. 
Yetholm Village Choir in Youth Hall every Wednesday from 10.30 – 
12noon. New members welcome. 
Jane’s Qigong Class every Wednesday in Youth Hall 12.30 – 1.30pm 
Scrabble every Wednesday in Youth Hall 2 – 4pm. 
Scottish Country Dancing every Thursday in Youth Hall 2 – 4pm. 
Penny’s Art Class every Friday in Youth Hall 10 – 12noon. 
 
Church Diary 
August 
Sunday 24th – Songs of Praise on Kirk Yetholm Green at 6pm. 
September  
Sunday 28th – Kelso Churches Together Songs of Praise at 2pm in Kelso 
Square. 
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Yetholm	Film	Nights	resume	on	September	13th	with	a	screening	of	
the	 critically	 acclaimed	 film	 “Conclave”	 (12A).	 This	 film	 stars	Ralph	
Fiennes,	Stanley	Tucci	and	John	Lithgow.	
When Cardinal Lawrence is tasked with leading one of the world's 
most secretive and ancient events, selecting a new Pope, he finds 
himself at the center of a web of conspiracies and intrigue that could 
shake the very foundation of the Catholic Church. 
This season will be the start of our 15th year and thanks must go to all 
who have come along and supported this venture over the years – your 
continued support is much appreciated. 
 

 
 

The editorial team would like to thank all of you who have contributed 
articles, photographs and information for this edition of The Cheviot.  
 

Deadline 
Please submit articles (including photographs) for the next edition of 

The Cheviot to a member of the editorial team by Saturday 20th 
September. 

j.stewart134@btinternet.com, johnmabon431@btinternet.com  
anne.scottbrown@btinternet.com 

 
	
Register		
Wedding: Suzanne Gray to Simon Hugill, Bronwen Lutz to Robert 
Muir, Lucy Ramsay to Rory Dowell 
Baptism:  
Deaths: Marie-France Taylor 
  

mailto:j.stewart134@btinternet.com
mailto:johnmabon431@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.scottbrown@btinternet.com
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The sunny, dry weather that we have enjoyed throughout much of May and 
into June has brought a steady flow of walkers and visitors to the village 
and the shop, although it has probably not been so popular with the farming 
community who really needed the more recent rain. We had one very 
frantic morning where a coach load of American walkers arrived and 
wanted to purchase as many St Cuthbert’s Way souvenirs as they could. T-
shirts were flying out the door! Ice-creams are also proving very popular 
on the warmer days with many locals and the workmen who are renovating 
properties locally. 
We were all very sorry to hear of the sudden death of Marie-France, a well-
known member of the community and stalwart regular customer. Marie-
France was a very generous lady and always made a large weekly donation 
to the food bank. In honour of her memory, the shop has started an ongoing 
collection for the foodbank in her name. She will be greatly missed. 
As mentioned in the last addition of the Cheviot, we were in the process of 
appointing a part time assistant to help the managers through the busy 
summer months. As I am sure many of you will know, Stacey Robertson 
was appointed to the role. Stacey has been a long-term volunteer so is very 
familiar with the shop; she is now extending her skills by learning how to 
do on-line ordering and stock management.  
Our AGM for our shareholders will be on Wednesday 16th July at 6pm in 
the Institute Hall. If you are a shareholder, we would be delighted to see 
you. 
As ever, a big thank you to our hard-working Managers and volunteers, 
without you the community shop would not be the successful, thriving 
business it is today. 
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It’s been a busy time for our staff and volunteers what with Yetholm 
Festival Week and the Montane Summer Spine event in close succession. 
Great to see so many walkers, cyclists, motorcyclists and visitors taking 
advantage of the good weather and stocking up with ice creams and 
supplies for their adventures in the Borders.  
At the start of June, we marked Volunteers Week 2025 with an event 
outside the shop aimed at recruiting more people to join our wonderful 
team. It was successful and you’ll be seeing some new faces in the coming 
weeks and months.  
Lesley Blackthorn, one of our long-serving volunteers, was inspired to 
write a piece titled ‘Wednesday morning as a Yetholm Community Shop 
volunteer.’ We hope it will inspire you to join us. 
*********************************************************** 
Walking through the door I take a quick look at the fruit and veg, to see if 
it needs sorting when I have a spare moment. I change into my tabard, 
look at the diary and ask Christine or Louisa about other tasks for today. 
If there is a Fife Creamery order – they deliver our frozen and chilled 
food, which needs putting away quickly - usually another member of staff 
will be there to help,  
I check the storeroom, to see if there’s space for tomorrow’s delivery 
from Filshill, our major supplier for a wide range of drinks, tinned and 
packaged goods. There’s still some juice, wine and pet-food in the way, 
which will need shelving. Pippa might come in later to do some too. 
The main priority is always serving the customers, but shelves need 
restocking, ‘use-by’ dates checking and some new deliveries pricing (as 
well as regular cleaning tasks). And the hot drinks machine often needs 
topping up and cleaning.   
Behind the till, I look at the pile of folders containing the ordered daily 
newspapers, to see who has yet to come and collect theirs. Working in the 
shop is a great way to learn who is who in the village. You quickly learn 
the names of those coming for papers, or they’ll remind you (with a bit of 
banter).   
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We have a wide range of customers: regular local shoppers, who buy a 
lot of their daily requirements, others who top up on milk, bread and veg, 
care-workers and tradesmen buying pies, sandwiches, crisps and juice 
for lunch – not to mention our   local delivery driver, who buys his 
favourite snacks and has lots of chat.  
In addition, we have walkers and tourists, some who have stayed several 
times in Yetholm, others for whom it’s a new experience. They often 
express surprise at the variety that we stock and, if they’re staying a few 
days, I tell them about the Friday artisan bread delivery. At the end of 
their stay, they sometimes return for souvenirs – bannock, shortbread, a 
mug or a pack of our popular local map coasters. 
The Fife Creamery van arrives. It’s not a big order today, but there are a 
couple of packs of ice-creams that need to go straight in the freezer.  
Someone comes in looking for sandwiches, so I point him to the box that 
has just arrived. 
A couple of cyclists come in and need help using the coffee machine. They 
sit on the bench outside with their snacks, then return a bit later for more 
food. 
A customer asks about using the post office. I remind her of the opening 
days and times, but that the shop can sell individual stamps and give 
cash-back. So, she’s happy to leave with the stamp for her birthday card 
and cash for the rest of the week. 
A group of under-5s come through the door, accompanied by the nursery 
staff. It’s lovely to see them learning about their village shop. They all 
say bye-bye as they leave. 
Around midday, the shop starts to fill up; the choir has just finished 
rehearsals, adding to the lunch-time shoppers. Claire arrives early for 
her 1pm shift, so I do some final shelf-filling, pay for my own purchases, 
then pick up the bag of groceries that need dropping off for an elderly 
customer on my way home. 
There are frustrations and niggles:  when barcodes don’t scan – 
frequently changed by suppliers, as prices rise; shortage of storage space 
for stock; food waste – having to throw out fruit and veg that’s losing its 
freshness and anything past its ‘use-by’ date. 
But this is outweighed by the positives: knowing you’re helping provide 
an essential service for the village; keeping physically and mentally 
active with the variety of tasks; the fun and social interaction with 
colleagues and shoppers. 
We need more volunteers, to help the shop run smoothly.  So, if you’re 
thinking about it, do talk to any of us about what it may involve. 
***********************************************************
************************************* 
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On 10th June, Yetholm was represented by Stan Brown, Margaret 
Westwood and Alastair Hirst at the Borders Volunteers Garden Party 
hosted by the Duke of Buccleuch at Bowhill House. Stan and Alastair flew 
the flag for the shop, Margaret for the Youth Hall Supporters Association.  
       

 
 

If you’re new to Yetholm and have become part of our community in recent 
months, please consider becoming a Community Shop shareholder as 
another practical way of supporting its future. Individual shares cost £25. 
Further details from our secretary Margaret Westwood - 
ycslsecretary@gmail.com   
Yetholm Community Shop Management Committee 
 

Dog days of summer and other fun summer facts 

The phrase 'dogs’ days of summer' used to refer to sweltering summer days 
has more to do with the stars than dogs. The Roman's 'dies caniculares' 
began towards the end of July when the star Sirius (known as the Dog Star) 
began to rise in the sky just before the Sun. The star was so bright that the 
Romans believed it gave extra heat to the sun and was responsible for hot 
days in summer. 

Did you know that on a hot day in Paris, the Eiffel Tower grows taller?  
The tower is constructed from iron and when this is warmed it expands, 
causing the structure to grow by up to 17 cm. 

Next time you hear the sound of crickets chirping on a balmy summer 
evening, why not try this simple trick to find out the temperature. The 
frequency of a cricket's chirps is consistent with air temperature, so you 
simply need to count how many chirps there are over 25 seconds then 
divide by 3 and add 4 to tell you the temperature in Celsius. 
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Cheviot Churches Elders and Districts 

 
Leslie Thomson            West of Morebattle, Eckford and Crailing. 

Keith Cleland               Main Street, Heughhead and Renwick Gardens 

                                       Morebattle. 

George Lees                  Mainsfield Avenue, Morebattle Mains and  

                                       Whitton. 

Anne Brown                  Kale Valley and Hownam. 

Brian Kelly                    Linton 

Trish Gentry                 Bowmont Valley. 

Graeme Watson           Woodbank Road, Braeside Road, Cheviot Road. 

Pippa Emerson             Grafton Road to Mission, Grafton Bank, Main  

                                       St from Old Manse to Cheviot Place, The    

                                       Crescent, Duncanhaugh and Hayhope 

John Stobart                Grafton Corner, Yewtree Lane, Road and Bank to  

                                      Romany House 

Susan Stewart              Deanfield Place, Court, Road and Bank. 

                                     Back Lane and Dairy Wood. 

Stuart Kelly /Rae Redpath School to butcher and Dow Brae,   

                                    Morebattle Road from top to Cheviot Place. 

 Carol Butler              Kirk Yetholm Village and Halterburn. 

Arthur Bates              The Yett, Shotton, Yetholm Mains and Harelaw. 

Ann Harvey                Hoselaw, Cherrytrees, Lochside, Lochside farms 

                                     and cottages, Old Graden, Graden, Hoselaw. 

Simon Oldham           Mainhouse, Bankhead and Linton Hill. 

David Lang                Teapot Street and Bank. Thimble Lane. 

Jimmy Fleming          Kelso 

Debbie Brown            Postal 



	20	

Church Services – Yetholm, Linton and Morebattle  
Please see notices for opening times for private prayer and reflection. 

 
Yetholm	every	Sunday	at	10.00	a.m.	

Morebattle	every	Sunday	at	10.00am.	except	
1st	Sunday	when	we	meet	at	Linton.	

Hownam	is	now	irregular.	Please	check	notices.	
Hoselaw	is	always	open	for	private	devotion	and	hosts	occasional	services.	

	
	

Cheviot	Churches:	Church	of	Scotland	
(Charity	No	SCOO3O23)	

	
Minister:	

Rev.	Colin	Johnston	
The	Manse	(formerly	The	Old	Police	House)	

Main	Street,	Morebattle,	TD5	8QG	
Phone	No.	07492705275	or	01573440539	

Email	revcdj60@gmail.com	
	

Session	Clerk:	
Susan	Stewart,	22	The	Yett	Kirk	Yetholm,	Kelso	TD5	8PL	
Tel:	01573420231	Email:	j.stewart134@btinternet.com	

	
	

Treasurer:	
Brian	Kelly,	The	Haven,	5	Morebattle	Road,	Town	Yetholm,	Kelso	TD5	8RL	

Tel:	01573	420221	E	mail:	bjkelly@uwclub.net	
	

Safeguarding	Co-Ordinator:	
Vacant	–	appointment	pending	

	
Roll	Keeper:	

Pippa	Emerson	01573420279	
	

Committee	Convenors:	
Mission	and	Outreach:	Melanie	Eve	07807148496	

Children	and	Youth	Ministry	Team:	Graeme	Watson	01573	420602	
Ways	and	Means	with	Stewardship:	Ann	Harvey	07789885395	

Worship	Committee:	Rev.	Colin	Johnston	01573	440539	
	

www.cheviot	churches.org	
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